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I cannot say quite se muet for it in regard
to smaller hodies, However, it refers only
to stock travelling over 20 miles. None
of the precautions are necessary in the case
of stock moving about within a distancs
of 20 miles. 1 have pleasure in support-
ing the gecond reading.

Hon, J. J. HOLMES (North) [8.44]: I
desire to support the second reading. To
my mind the Bill fills a long felt want. The
fact that the mensure hay been practically
compiled by the late Mr. Septimus Burt will
go a long way towards convincing hon. mem-
bers that in perusing the Bill they will find
a spirit of equity from beginning to end. I
do not think there is scope for much Jlis-
cussion either on the second reading or in
Committee.” The Bill appéars to have been
carefully and equitably drawn, and it is one
which T believe will fill a long felt want. I
am convineed that it will meet the wishes
of the majority of members of this House,

On motion by Hon. J. W, Hmkey, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned 'at 8.47 pm.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pan, and read prayers.

QUESTION—TIMBER PRICES.

Mr, MUNSIE asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Has his attention been drawn to
an- article which appeared in the ‘‘Sunday
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Times’’ on the 7th inst., under the heading
““An Impending Timber Boom," in which
the following paragraph appeared:—'‘Only
lagt week the timber companies, inclading
the State sawmills, decided to raise the
price of timber 1214 per cent. all round,
whieh means that there will now be a fur-
ther rise in the cost of buildirg, with a eor-
regponding increase of rents’’? 8, Is the
information eontained in the above para-
graph eorrect? 3, If not, will he take the
carliest opportunity of contradicting same
through the Presst

The MINISTER FOR WORES replied:
1, Yes. 2, No. 3, This is not considered
necessary.

QUESTION—BULLER. RIVER
- RESERVOIR..

Mr. WILLCOCK "asked the Minister for
Works: 1, What was the reason for dis-
continuing work at the Buller River reser-
voiry 2, Is it intended to recommence the
reconstruction of the reservoirt 3, If so,
when? 4, Tf not, what is it proposed to do
in order to provide an adequate supply of
water for Geraldton for industrial and
household purposes?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, Pending Engineer O’Brien’s report aad
recommendat.lon on the value of the site for
the purpose.” 2, See No. 1. 3, Bes No. 1.
4, Full and exhaustive inqumes are being
made, and it is recognised that Geraldtom
has claimes which cannot be igmored.

QUESTION—COATL. DEPOSITS,
JRWIN RIVER,

Mr. WILLCOCK asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, Has any agreement been com-
pleted between the- Mines Department and
the Midland Railway Company in connection
with boring for coal on the Irwin River coal
deposita? 2, If =0, what are the particulars
of the agreement'l 3, If not, (a) what steps
are proposed to be taken by the Minea De-
partment to thoroughly test the value of
the coal deposits at Irwin? or (b) what
amount will he make available to assist pri-
vate individuals or companies to do so%

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
1, No. 2, Angwered by No. 1. 3, The de-
partment has undertaken to put down bores
to thoroughly prove the extent and value of
the deposit, subject to the Midland Com-
pany consenting to the department having
the right of access to their land for such
purpose. We are awaiting a reply from the
company, which is expected at any moment.

QUESTION—WATER SUPPLY, LOAN
ESTIMATES,

Mr., WILLCOCK asked the Minister for
Works: 1, How much of the £20,000 esti-
mated as required for ‘‘Water Supply for
Towns generally,’’ on the Loar Estimates
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for 1918-1%, has been expended? 2, What
are the items of expenditure paid for out
of thia vote? .

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied: 1,
£6,048 18s. 2, Return has been prepared and
laid upon the Table of the House.

QUESTION—ANDINACH CASE, COM-
PENSATION.

My. JONES asked the Colonial Seeretary:
1, Is he aware of the finding of the coroner’s
jury and of the Royal Commission in the
Andinach case? 2, Im view of the fact that
Andinach’s death was caused in a Govern-
ment institntion through a fractured rib, is
it the intention of the Government to give
any compensation to his widow and children?

The MINISTER FCR MINES (for the
Colonial Secretary) replied: 1, Yes, 2, No.
The fact as found by the Royal Commission
was that "Andinach’s death was cansed by
exhanstion indueed by hiz mental condition,

QUESTION—REPURCHASED ESTATES,
PROTECTION.

Mr. PICKERING asked the Premier: I,
JIn the purchase of improved properties does
the purchase money include all improvements}
including . wire in fences? 2, What protec-
tion does. the department concerned give to
anch propertiea® 3, Tm it a fact that the
- wire 48 -being removed from the femnces of
at least ome property ncar Donnybrookt 4,
If so, what action does he intend taking?
5, If not, will he have inquiries made?

. The HONORARY MINISTER (for the
Premier) replied: 1, Yes. 2, Caretaker put
in charge when considered necessary. 3, Nog
to wy knowledge. 4, Answered by No. 3.
5, Yes.

QUESTION—PASTORAL: LEASES,
SANDSTONE,

Mr. ANGELO agked the Minister for Re-
patriation: 1, When were P.L. 2683/97 and
2740/97, comprising 768,125 acres, near
Sandstone, applied for by one E, J, Church?
2, Is applicant a returned soldier, or hai he
any song returning from the Front, or is he
merely a speculator? 3, Would it not be ad-
visable to resume these leases immediately,
and by so doing enable a number of soldiers
now looking in vain for pastoral land, to
be satisfactorily settled?

The HONQORARY MINISTER (for the
Minister for Repatriation) replied: 1, Pas-
toral Liease 2683/97 was acquired by E. J.
Church from the Sandstone Pastoral Com-
pany on 28th TFebruary, 1919. Paatoral
Leage 2740/97 was applied for by E. J.
Church on the 23rd November, 1918. 2, The
applicant is pot a returned soldier. I have
no knowldege whether he bag any sons re-
turning from the Front, or whether he is a
speeulator. 3, Inquiry will be made.

~
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QUESTION—EDUCATION DEPART-
MENT INSPECTORSHIP.

Mr, GRITFITHS asked the Premier: 1,
In view of the decigion of the Edueation De-
partment in making the recent appointment
to the inspectorial staff to revert to the
practice of former years and not appoint a
man who is over 40 years of age, and of the
fact that no teacher wus aware that an age
gualification was necessary, will be explain—
(a) Why the age qualification was not men-
tiened in the advertizement calling for ap-
plications for the positiont (b} Why fresh
applications were not called for when it was
acen that 10 out of the 11 applicants were

-over 40 years of age? 2, Will he state in

their order of importance, as far as possible,
the qualifications. that are taken into con-
sideration in the selection of an inspector of
schools? .

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (for the
Premier) replied: 1, (a) Teachers are not
under the Public Service Aect, while inspee-
tors are. Therefore the appointment of an
inspector is a new appointment to the Public
Service, and no age limitations were im-
posed in the advertisement, (b) As no limi-
tations had heen imposed and none of the
applicants was disqualified on acecount of
age there was no odeasion o re-advertise
the position. 2, Among the qualifications
taken into consideration are personality,
scholarship, teaching ability, suceessful con-
trol, and physical fitness. It is impossible
to state the order of importance of these
qualifications.

QUESTION—H,WHEA’E AS ARTICLE OF
: DIET.

Mr, GRIFFITHS asked ‘the 'Hounorary
Minister: 1, Has lLe received a cireular
over the signature of Mary Farrelly, which
states—*‘ Although there are many people
in this State aware of the foregoing facts
(i.e., wheat as a food is both a life giver and
a. money saver, wheat containg 10.90 per
eent. of phosphates—white flour countains
only 2.80 per cent.—and ig in every respect
a perfeet food) and are anxious to make
wheat a staple article of diet, yet owing to
the spasmodie nature of the supplies of
wheat (clean) which are available, they have
been quite unable to do so’’¢ 2, Will he in-
quire into the statoment made re ‘‘clean
wheat not being made purchasable by the
householders of the Btate,”” and if it is cor-
rect take steps to alfer this?

The HONORARY MINISTER replied:
1, Yes. 2, F.a.g. wheat is purchasable from
the Wheat Scheme by houssholders for home
consumption, There has been practically no
demand for this class of wheat.

QUESTION—VENEREAL DISEASE
PATTIENTS.

Mr, SMITH asked the Colonial Secrotary:
1, How many persons have failed to return
to the Perth Public Hospital free eclinics
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after being notified by the Health Depart-
ment? 2, What method do the Health De-
partment use to compel patients to continue
treatment, and with what result? 3, Will he
lay on the Table of the House all ecorrespond-
enee on this matter between the Perth Pub-
lic Hospital and the Commlssmner of Public
Healtht

The MINISTER FOR MINES (for the
Colonial Seeretary) replied: 1, 226 persons
have failed. 2, The Commissioner immedi-
ately wpon receiving intimation under Seec-
tion 242e¢ that a patient has discontinued
treatment hefore reeeiving a certificate of
cure, addresses a notice to the patient con-
cerned, sueh notice being sent by registered
post. If this meets with no response, a zec-
ond and, if necessary, a third notice is senmt,
after whieh legal proceedings are contem-
plated. Altogether 497 persons have been
notified under Section 242e of the Health
Act as having ceansed treatment before re-
ceiving certificates of cure. Of this number
186 have resumed treatment at the Perth
Hospital; 85 have resumed treatment else-
where; 12 have left the State before action
eonld be taken; 7 were Tteported to have
died. In 93 cases, the whereabouts of pa-
tients could not be traced; 15 cases were
abandoned for various reasons; 99 cases are
still the aubject of correspondence. 3, Cer-
tainly not; as suech action would be a con-
travention of the provisions of Section 2420
of the Heanlth Act, seeing that such corre-
apondence deals exclusively with individual
cases ‘and contains the names of the persons
concerned.

QUESTION—SOLDIER SETTLEMENT,
ESTATES PURCHASED, PAPERS,

Hon. P. COLLIER (without notice) asked
the Minister for Works: Pursuant to an
order of the House, papers were laid on the
Table last week dealing with estates pur-
chased for asoldier settlement; but those
papers represent only a portion of the files
dealing with the subject. Attached to them
ia a memorandum intimating that the other
papers are required for the use of the de-
partment, and that they will be laid on the
Table as soon as conveniently possible. I
wish to ask the Minister for Works, as the
Minister leading the House to-day, when we
may cxpect to have the remainder of the
papers which are covered by the motion?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
Had I known anything about this matter
before I came up to the House, T would have
had the information; but, as it is, I simply
do not know. I shall, however, make in-
quiries, and let the hon. member know to-
norrow.

Hon. P. Collier: Will you make an effort
to get the remainder of the paperat

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.
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BILLS (2)—FIRST READING,

1, Constitution Act (1389) Amendment

I ntrodu(,e{l by Hon, P. Collier.

2, Constitution Acts (1889 and 1889)
Amendment.

Introduced by the Attorney General.

RETURN—POLICE DEPARTMENT,
SECRET SERVICE FUND.

Mr. JOHNSTON
[4.46]: I move—
That a return be laid on the Talle of
the Houge showing the amount expended
by the Police Department from the secret
service, fund during each of the past ten
years.

I understand the Government would like to
know why I am moving for this return. The
reason is that I have received complaints to
the effect that only very few officers of the
Police Department are permitted to expend
any seeret serviee funds, and that conse-
quently those officials have opportunities for
securing credit from the department which
leada to promotion, opportunities that are
denied to a great many other officials of the
department. 1 .do nqet know whether the
amount invelved is a large one or not. I am
mable to find from any returns of the Police
Department or any other quarters whether
the amount involved is £100, £1,000, or
£10,000 per annum, If it is proved that very
few officers are permitted to handle the ex-
penditure of thia money I think Parliament,
in. which is vested the control of the pubhe
purse, should be entitled to know how much
is being expended in this direction. When
I have that information I will. know whether
it is necessary to apply for further informa-
tion a8, to .how the money is spent. I may
soy in passing that questions which I havae
asked about the Police Department have al-
wayd been answered in a brief manner. That
appears to me to suggest that the Police
Department -is not anxious that there should
be much information given about the work
of the department. One can nnderstand that
the Police Department would not tcll us who
got the secret-service money. Nor is there
anything in my motion asking for such in-
formation. It merely asks the House to agree
to a return being laid on the Table showing
how much money is 5pent each year in this
direction.

(Williams - Narrogin)

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. J.
Seaddan—Albany) [450]: I hope the
House will not agree o the motion. Hon,
members will recog‘mse that in all police
services such & fund is essential to obtain-
ing necessary information.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Tell us the amount.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member got information the other day in
regard to the service, and the only thing I
¢an se¢ Temaining is to allow the hon. mem-
‘ber to go into the department and rapsack
the books and files to his own satisfaction,
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The hon. member has given no reason for
asking for sueh a return. In reply to a gues-
tion' the other day, I told hiin of the method
employed for the purpose of satisfying the
department that the money is being properly
expended,

Mr. Johnston:
as that in the Bastern States. Of what use
.is that?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If the
hon. member would tell us why he wants this
information we might make some progresa,
but he does nothing of the sort.

Mr. Smith: How much of it is expended
in his district?

The MINISTER FOR MINES:
know. Probably that is the whole point. We
could go on continuously in thig manner
withont making progress. No suggestions
are offered that the fund is being mis-
applied. The sole suggestion is that some
favoured few get the exclusive privilege of
expending the money, and so are able to im-

You said it was the same

* prove their positions. When money is being-

spent for the purpose of securing informa-
tion in the seeret service, a certain number
of officers are told off for the purpose, and
those officers must have the right to draw on
the fund. They do not draw anything out
before the application by them is carefully
perused by the heads of the department. If
we are going to have a continuval prying into
these matters, we may just as well close down
the secret merviee fund which is so essential
to seeing that the law is complied with. After
all, most of us if found out would get our
deserts. We have a pretty difficult task now
in bringing te book people who have com-
mitted offences. .It must be remiembered that
this fund is mever drawn upon in regard to
trivial offences. Yt is in order to’bring very
clever criminals to justice. There is a simi-
lar fund in every country, If the hop. mem-
ber would bring evidence that the fund is
being wsed for improper purposes, T would
at least make inquiries. I am satisfied with
the results achieved in this State from the
very samll expenditure in this direction. Wa
have nehieved a great deal, and our achiave-
ments compare very favourably with thoge in
the other States. But T am afraid we are
asked to pry into these affairs merely to
satisfy one or two individunals. No doubt
the hon. member is prompted by somebody,
& member of the police foree, to eontihwaily
iake complaints against the department.
Hon. members should not lend themselves to
anything of that sort.

Mr. O’Loghblen: You may be surmising
something,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, but
I have had a little experience of this sort of
thing.

Mr. O’Loghlen: There was a time when
you used to pry into 2 lot of things.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: But not
this gort of thing. If the hon. member can
give an instance of my asking for informa-
tion in regard to funds set apart for the
purpose of bringing ‘eriminals. to justice, T
will withdraw my opposition to the motion.

I do not
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Morgover, in my time I have been pestered
by quite a number of members of the police
force who have merely wanted to cause dis-
contenf in the service. It was not that the
information they wanted was of any value;
they themselves were discontented, and each
wanted to be the Commigsioner of Police,

My, O'Loghlen: You once preached that
doetrine. -

The MINISTER FOR MINES:
preaching -another now,

Hon. W. O Angwin: You are going back-
wards.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Whatever
doctrine I preached I made progress on.
The hon. member is standing still,

Mr. O'Loghlen: You alipped a lof.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The mem-
ber for North-East Fremantle (Hon. W. C.
Angwin) has gone backwards, After all, it is
a question of opinion in such matters, and I
do not think the hon. member’s opinion is of
much value in this respect. I prefer my
own, However, all T am suggesting is that
the hon. member who moved the motion put
up no argument in favour of it, and I want
him to realise that the fund, is there for a
definite purpose. TUntil he e¢an point to a
misuge of the fund, I will not agree to sup-
plying the return he is asking for.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [4.55]: I
am surprised at the Minister’s opposition to
the motion. If, as he stated, the hon. mem-
ber moving the motion has given no reason
why the information should be supplied, on
the other haid the Minjster has given' no
reason why it should not be supplied.

The Minister for Mines: The hon. mem-
ber is inquisitive, that is all.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Members are sent
here to be inquisitive, especially in regard to
the expenditure of public funds, and still
more especially. where the administration of
Justice is concerned. Both these questiona are
involved in the motion. It is not only the
right but the duty of members to be inquisi-
tive in this direction. It is not sufficient
for the Minister to say the hon. member who
moved the motion gave no reason for it. Tt
is the hon. membher’s right to ask for in-
formation as to the expenditure of public
funds, and it i3 the respousibility of the
Minister to supply that information. All
that the motion asks for is that we should
be supplied with information as to the
amount of money expended in the seeret
service fund, It does not ask for informa-
tion as to how that money has been ex-
pended, as to who rteceived it, or whore it
went to. I ask, why should the House not
have that information? If the hon. member
were asking for the names of those who re-
ceived the money I c¢ould understand the
Minister’s opposition to it. Perhaps it
would not be fair to disclose names.

The Minister for Mines: You heard what
he said in moving the motion.

Hon. P. COLLIER: T know only what the
motion contains. It agks for information a8
to’ the total amount' of money expended.
What is the objection to that¥ The House

I am
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i3 just as much entitled to that information
as to information regarding the expenditurs
of any other public funds. There is a de-
gireg on the part of the Police Department to
evade giving information on this question.

The Minister for Mines: Ypu cannot say

that, for I have not consulted them about it.
Hen. P. COLLIER: Probably the Minigter
‘. did consult the departiment in regard to the
reply he gave on this question a few weeks
ago. The same hon. member then asked for
information similar to what he seeks to ob-
tain under thiz motion. The Minister did
not supply the dnformation. The amswer
he gave was to the effect that the amount
so0 expended doring the last 10 years would
require some time to tabulate. That is
sheer evasion. It would not require two
minutes to obtain the information, because
it is all in the department’s books. The
reply merely indicates a desire to avoid
giving information, Whether the Police De-
partment spends £100 or £1,000 a year, why
should this House, representing the people,
not have the information? It is not suffi-
cient for the Minister to say that no reasons
have been given. The fact that money has
been cxpended i3 in itself sufficient reason
why the Honse shounld have information as
to the amount expended.

The Minister for Mines:
always of that opinion, )

Hon, P. COLLIER: I do not remember
being of a different opinion.

The Minister for Mines: Are you going

forwards or backwards? .
. Hon. P. COLLIER: I will go with the
hon. member as far as he likes, and we shall
sce where we come out. I see no reason
why the information should not be given.
I would go further and not only would I
ask for the total amount expended, but au
indication should be given as to how the
money has bheen expended. Is it handed
over to an inspector so that he may exer-
cise his own free will¥

The Minister for Mines: . Ask the mem-
ber for North-East Fremantle, He was
there for some years.

Hon. P, COLLIER: The hon. member is
not there now. When I was a Minister, in-
formation of this description was never re-
fused. The Minister for Mines will remem-
bar that his Government were turned out of
office because of the alleged secrecy of their
methods. Even though we did pursue those
alleged secret methods, they never earried us
so far as to refnse to give information of
this deseription, The Minister for Works
and others, told the pecple thai the present
Minister for Mines pursued his course of
administration by devions and secret
methods, and it was necessary that we should
be turned gut of office in order that the
utmost Hght should be thrown on the doings
of our administration, Apparently the Min-
ister for Mines has not departed from those
supposed methods. He is still pursuing the
course of secrecy. If the Minister refuses
to give us information of this kind which

You were not

‘dered during the year.

537

is of no great importance, how may we
expect to .get information on larger ques-
tions?  Will the Minister for Works en-
deavour fto persnade the Mlinister for Mines
to be more open? I hope the House will
carry the motion. The House will certainly
stultify itself if it refuses to adopt it. The
motion does not deal with anything which
the House should not have a knowledge of.
If the House refuses to supply the informa-
tion then the Government will only have
themselves to blame for the precedent which
they will have established. I should like
somé more details of how some of this money °
is expended. There i gecret service money
placed at the disposal of the police, and not
only is that money-—which is provided from
Government funds—expended by membera of
the police foree for the purpose of meeting
the ends of juostice, but there is also a
gacret service fund, if T may so use the tern,
controlled by individuals or by eorporations

“in this State, and that money, too, is placed

at the disposal of the police. For instancs,
the Chamber of Mines has a secret service
fund out of which it makes presents to
ménbers of the police foree, and I shall
have more to say about that later on when
the opportonity presents itself. The Chem-
ber of Mines makes contributions towards
the cost involved in maintaining the gold
stealing staff. There is a fund, whether it
is secret service or not I do not know, from
which money is drawn to pay that, orgamisa-
tion. Bums of money, say of £5 or £10 or
even Tore, are paid to individual ‘members
of the police force for.speeial services ren-
That is information
also which the House should have. I do not
suppose it would be within the power of

- ‘the Government to demand to know from

the Chamber how they spend money in that
direction. " But we have come to a state of
affairs which is dangerous to the liberty of
the people. Members of the police force
are sworn in under the Police Aet and they
are econtrolled by the Police Department,
and at the same time they are servants of
outside and private. organisations. They de
the bidding of that organisation and draw
bonuses or gratuities.

The Minister for Mines: How long has
that been operating? .

Hon, P. COLLIER: Ten or 12 years. It
is nothing new. That is ‘another thing
which was in existence in my time.

.The Minister for Mines: T was not aware
of it until you just mentioned it.

Hon. P, COLLIER: It was inaugurated
in 1907 and has been in existence since, I
do mot think this method of making econ-
tributions to the individval members of the
police force has been in existence all thut
time, but it ia an iniqnitous thing to say
that members of the force should be subject
to the influence which any private body may
esre’ to exercise over them by virtue of the
fact that they are making donations to them
a8 the years go round. However, that is a
different matter, but it all bears on the dis-
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tribution of the semi-secret service funds of
the police force. 8o far as the motion is
concerned, the hor, member who woved it
i within hiy rights and the House will be
stultifying itself if it refuses to accede to
the horn. member’s request,

Mr. TROY (Mt Magnet) [5.8]¢ This
afternoon we have had information which
hds never been given before, It is certainly
the first time T have heard that the police
of this State are paid from a secret service
fund. ’

Hon. W. (. Angwin: This money is used
for the purpose of obtaining information.

Mr. TROY: I was not aware of that
either. I do not know why the Minister
should opposs the motion, because if the
information ig given, the names of the per-
sons concerped will not he Mnown, No in-
jury will be done to the system. The other
afternoon there was a motion moved by the
member for North Perth in which we were
given to understand that extravagance ex-
isted in connection with one of our depart-
ments. That is information we cannot get
unless the Committee asked for is appointed.
‘We are ontitled to know how all the money
provided by this Parliament is expended. I
support the motion becauss T think it is a
matter on which information should be given.

Mr, PICKERING (Suegsex) [5.10]: There
can be only one or two reasons for not giv-
ing the House the information, One is that
the amonnt is so small that it may encourage
criminals to go further in their criminality
or that it ig so large that the Minister does
not like to trust the House with the informa-
tion. In either case, the House is entitled
to have the information. There is no reason,
so far as T ecan see, why the information
should not be supplied. I intend to support
the motion,

Mr. JOHNSTON (Williams-Narrogin—in
reply [5.12]: 1 fesl that the umexpected
opposition of the Minister is a reflection of
the star chamber methods adopted by the
police departmient at the present time under
the Commissioner who is there. Members are
sent here to scrutinise public expenditure
and I think we are entitled to have full in-
formation as to the amouat spent under the
different headings. I cannot help warning
the Government to be careful about support-
ing the Minister for Mines in the dictatorial
attitude he has adopted, which, if persisted
in on broad lines can only bring harm upoun
the Government. Since I have been in Par-
liament it has not been the poliey of any
Government to refuse members information
as to the broad headings on which public
funds are expended. I had hoped that the
Minister at present controlling the Police
departnient would have profited by past ex-
perienee, and I feel that I should warn the
Government against allowing him to carry
his influence too far.

The Minister for Mines interjected.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. JOHNSTON: Like myself, the Min-
ister now supports things that he has con-
demined. When he left the Labour party,
however, unlike myself, he did so withont
secking that endorsement from his constit-
ients which I obtained when I was unable
to support his Governmeni. I resigned my
seat and my constitnency endorsed my ae-
tion, When he went hefore his, however, to -
seelk approval of his changes of fromt, they
vefused to continwe to give him their sup-
port. I, however, have no desire to cross
swords with thé Minister on that point, but
[ do feel, in view of his attitnde, that it is
my duty to warn the Government againgt
supporting him in the action he has now
taken.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes . .. ' .. 25
Noes - .. .. .. 13

Majority for ., 12

AYEH.
Mr. Angwin Mr, Money
Mr. Brown Mr. Mullany
Mr. Chesson Mr. Munsle
Mr. Collier Mr. Pickering
Mr. Davies Mr. Pilkington
Mr. Foley Mr. Racke
Mr, Gardiner ‘Mr. Smith
Mr. Green Mr. Thomson
Mr. Grifitha Mr. Troy
,Mr. Johnsten Mr. Walker
Mr. Jones Mr. Willeock
Mr. Lutey Mr. O'Loghlen
" Mr. Maley (T'eters)
Nors,
Mr. Angelo Mr. Robinson
Mr. Draper Mr, Scaddan
Mr. Duft Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Durack Mr. Underwood
Mr. George Mr. Willmott
8ir H. B. Lefroy Mr. Hardwick
Mr. Plesse (Telier.)

Question thus passed,

PAPERS—BSTATE SAWMILLS, PRO-
JECTED SALE.

Mr, O'LOGHLEN (Forrest) [519): I

mMove—

That all papers dealing with the negotia-
tions for the sale of State Sawmills and
permits be laid uwpon the Table of the
House,

In moving this motion I desire to point out
that I am taking a great deal of interest in
these negotiations becanse over 10 years ago
I advocated in this Chamber the establish-
ment of SBtate sawmills, That was largely
owing to the fact that at the time the puls-
lic departments were not getting a fair
erack of .the whip, which they had a right

. to -expeet in a timber country like this. Con-
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sequently, when periodically thousands of
employees in the industry, whom I represent,
went to the Arbitration Court, they were
met by a mass of figures, regarding the ac-
curacy of which it was difficult to say, and
the State sawmills would give some reliable
check on the cost of production put forward
by Millars. A Labour Government - came
into power and launched out in a bigger
way than 1 had expected, in the establish-
ment of mills in the jarrah and karri coun-
try. It is now proposed that the Govern-
ment should sell these mille and permits to
a French’ syndicate. This strikes at oune of
the chief planka of our platform. The col-
lective ownership of utilities is a prineciple
worth fighting for. It received great stim-
ulng during the war. The British Govern-
ment commandeered many utilities, and if
collective ownership iz good emough in war
time there can be little against it in peace
time. I realise that the Chamber of Com-
merce and many of its prominent members
will put up a fight. They advoeate the sale
of the whole of the State trading concerns
established by the Labour Government, and
carried om by subsequent Governments. I
attach some importance to the statement of
the late Treasurer that the State sawmills
were the one bright spot in the picture. The
sawmills have shovn a profit from the out-
set. A newspaper correspondent states they
have shown a profit owing to the high
prices charged. This is not in accordance
with the facts. The timber industry has
been hit heavily during the war, and for
export the prices charged have been too low.
The State sawmills have been able to keep
going throughout the war. I do not know
how they did it when Millar’s Combine
—one of the greatest in the world—eclosed
down no fewer than nine large mills. The
State mills managed somehow to keep their
heads above water, occasionaily getting a
boat to South Africa and elsewhere. Owing
to the war, big supplies of American oregon
were kept out of the country, and several
big companies who were not patriotic before
the war were made patriotic against their
will. The Broken Hill Proprietary Company
was one of them, The result of these con-
ditions is that our timber has seccured a good
footing in the Australian trade.

Mr. Smith: Can we refain that position
in the future?

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: We can retain it.
There is no reason why we sghould not. Tf
our timber was good enough to use through-
out the war, it is good enongh for all time,

Mr. Smith: It is a question of price.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: A question of prics!
No American firm should be able to com-
pete with Australia regarding prices.

Mr., Hardwick: We have not been able
to do so in the past.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: We have been able
to do so. It was a matter of prejudice. At
“¢ present time a timber boom is approach-
ing. Three firmg from the Eastern States
are looking for areas and for permits. The
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South-West Timber Hewera’ Society have
negotiated a sale. Ag the result of the sale,
the shareholders who originally launched out
17 years ago, and have not received a divi-
dend up to the present, will realise over £200
for each £1¢ share they took up.

Mr. Hardwick: If that is not profiteering,
what is?

My, O'LOGHLEN: If that is profiteering,
after waiting for 17 years without a divi-
dend and then getting it, it is an indication
of what the State may expect if it hangs,
on to its mills. The Minister may consider
that the price of £400,000 is a good deal; I
do not think so, He lacks vision. His eol-
leagues lack foresight, and the members of
this House will lack krains if they endorse
the deal. I have no more objection to a
French firm aequiring this concern than to
any other, though our experience with the
Ttalians has not been a happy one.

The Minister for Works: Look how the
French settled in Canada. ‘

Mr. O°'LOGHLEN: In Canada the French
have had ‘the patronage of one of the most
illustrious Canadians that ever stood up in
defence of the British Empire, Sir Wilfrid
Laurier, as a French Canadian, has given
every attention to the matter of the protec-
tion of the Freneh 'residents of Canada;
but recent statistics show that the French
will not emigrate to' Carada in any large
numbers. .

The Minister for Works: It is not likely
they will emigrate to Western Australin in
any large numbers. If they do, they might
do good.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: Possibly, but I am
not going to jeopardise the interests of
Western Australia even for the aake
of 3 nation whom we so¢ deeply admire
for the hercism they displayed in this
war. The French . Government propose
to spend three million pounds on the
provision of homes in the devastated
areas. The French Government will re-
quire timber, in the same way as every
other Government in the world will require
it. If -the Minister would only read the re-
ports of the American Conservator of For-
ests, it would be demonstrated to him that
for many years past, owing to lack of fore-
sight, owing to the apathy which existed
and which exists to-day, all the timber areas
of the world were being denuded without
any provieion being made for regeneration.
The result is that while in the past timber
has been of comparatively little value in
Western Australia, the present prospects are
so bright that anyone holding a tract of
timber eountry here finds himself on a good
financial wicket. Lot me again express the
opinion that the profits which the State Saw-
mills will make. in the future are sadly
needed by our impoverished Treasury and
should not be diverted to a foreign country.
The profits of the State trading concerns
generally are likely to be good. I will ad-
mit that some of our Btate trading concerns
do not show a large margin of profit. But
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the State Sawmills represent a concern which
came splendidly through all the long period
of the war, It is marvellous how the State
Sawmills have kept going. and shown a profit
at all. For -months at a stretch it was jm-
possible to get a vessel to shift the com-
modity. What is the result going to be from.
the increased demand for timber all over
the world? . People everywhere are looking
for timher. In those countries which do not
produce iron our timber must find a favour-
able market, Therefore, I say that in my
-opinion it is a crime to dispose of n Btate
utility, a huge public enterprise that has
shown a profit sinee its ineeption and is just
on the cve of contributing handsome divi-
dends to the Treasury. The Minister may
point out that he has safeguarded the future
yprovision by stipulating that Government
departments shall get their titnber at a fixed
price. Iven supposing that is so, we have
no guarantee that this new firm will not, ia
a very short period, sell over to- the other
timber firms in Western Australia. FEven
should the firin retain the property, the Min-
ister ean only make provision for protecting
the public departments. He has at present
no power, so far as I can see, to protect
the consumer in regard to the prices that
will be charged by this firm; and considering
that only a fortnight ago the Sawmillers’
Association increased their prices by 10 per
cent.—the second increase within a very
short period—I venture to predict that they
¢an make -threce or four of those increases
and stil! have their order books full, Only
yesterday I was informed by one of the big
timber men that he does not want another
order for three years, and I believe it iz a
faet that some of the timber men who now
have large orders are amxious to get the
other companies to cut them, becanse to-day
further orders are obtainable at much better
priges. ’

The Minister for Works:
up, timber must go up.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The Minister may
advance that contention, but- the sawmillers
with the shrewdness characteristic of their
clags, have on two or three oecasiohs raised
the priec of timber without any intimation
whatever that wages were goiug to be inm-
creased. The price of timher must rise by
reagon of the increased demand, not only in
the Rastern States but all over the worli
Timber is going to be ome of the chief fac-
tors in rebuilding. Timber is going to be in
great demand, and we in Western Australia,
holding an investment such as this, with
320,000 aeres of sawmill permit, would be
foolish, in faet criminal, to mell it. To do
sn world be to reverse the publie policy of
this country. Xf the Minister introducing
this proposal, and his eolleagues, went to the
country with a proposa! to sell the State
S8awmills, the people of Western Australia
would turn it down. The present Govern-
meut went to the country against State en-
terprise, and promised to sell the Sigte trad-
ing concerns. They have not sold them yet.
The people do not want them to be sold.

When wages gb

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Minister for Works: The people have °
only to say so. ’

Mr. Smith: The Government did nat
promise to give away the State enterprises.

Mz, O'LOGHLEN: I believe the Cham:
ber of Commerce iy pushing the Minister a
little bit as regards this sale.

The Minister for Works: Not at all

Mr, OLOGHLEN: The Minister may
shake his head, but it is significant that he
is not so strenuously in favour of selling
the State implement Works, which show a
loss,

The Minister for Works:
time,

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: The State Sawmills
comprise three mills with all necessary equip-
ment. One of those mills is a jarrah mill
that has a very fine position geographieally.
I vefer to the Wuraming mill. When the
railway which has been anthoriced by Par-
likment to link up from Dwards to
Narrogin has been completed, that milt
will be " in the best possible position to
snpply the goldfields trade, and there will
not he .another timber firm in Western Aus-
traliz able to compete with the State Saw-
mills for that trade. T assert that the
Wuraming mill will be ahle to supply the
goldfielda market as no other mill in Waest-
ern Australia ecan. The Minister may deny
it if he wishes. If he consults even his own
departmental heads, he will obtain eon-
firmation of my statement.

Mr. Thomson: But the local markets wiil
not keep the mills going for long. |

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: No; but the local
market is a big help to a trading coneern
in reoping larger profits oversea. We have
no objection to big profits being reaped by
this enterprise in other parts of the world.
I believe, however, that local prices should
be kept reasonably low. T ecare unot what
prices are obtained un the other side of the
world,

The Minister for Mines: That i3 the
reason of the high cost of living here. The
fellows on the other side of the world say
the same thing about us.

Mr, O’LOGHLEN: Ministers should see
that we 'do not utilise things from the other
end of the world that. we can produce our-
selves. But the people on the other side of
the world have not the timber, and there-
fore they must come to us for it. The mat-
ter of local prices partienlarly affects the
repatriation  question, becanse  soldiers’
homes will have to be built by the hundred
thougand in Anstralia. Therefore, there
ought to be some. provision, if this enter-
prise should unfortunately be sold, that
timber shall be avallable to Awustralian con-
sumers at cheap prices, ' I do not think the
Minister at present has power to impose such
a condition, which would protect .consnmers
against the rapacity and greed of people
willing, as it is in hwman natvre to be wil-
ling, to take advantage.of the. present con-
dition of affairs and foree up prices. How-
ever, if a body of French capitalists want

All in goed
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to get hold of a Western Australian enter-
prise af a cost of £400,000, it is good for
tlée Wegtern Australian people to keep hold
of it.

Mr. Smith:- On that principle no sale
would cver be effected.

Mr. O’'LOGHLEN: We do not want to
effect 2 sale, :

Mr. Hardwick: Why not: cut out thes min-
ing investor, toof

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: If we are to sell the
State Sawmills, why net sell the railways
and every other public utility so as to get
in a few hundred thousand pounds for the
time being? However, it is not the poliey
of this eountry to -sell the railways; and
there are not five members on the other
gide of the House who would advocate such
a proposal. |

Mr. Hardwick: What nbout the
‘Weat Timber Hewers’ sale

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I bhelieve that had I
been a shareholder I would have voted
againgt that sale. But I have no right to
interfere ivith the business of other people.
I am, however, in common with the other
citizens of Western Australia, a shareholder
in the State Sawmills, As regards the
South-West Timber Hewers, the Minister
for Works would have bought” their property
if he could. He has even made an offer
for it.

The Minister for Works: Whoe ‘told you
thatt

Mr. O’'LOGHLEN: I ean get proof that
the Minister’s department negotiated for
the purchase. Does the Minister deny it?
The hon. gentleman cannot deny it. Whilst
he' is wiilling to sell the State Sawmills to
a forcign syndicate, he has been for some
time . negotiating a purchase of the South-
West Timber Hewers’ asset.

The Minister for Works: It might not be
a bad thing.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: I do not say it would
be, but I am showing the humbug and
hyprocrisy of the present proposal.

SBouth-

Mr. Hardwick: The South-West Timber
Hewers cadged their concession from the
Government.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: No. TFor a period of
17 years that body of workers have en-
deavoured to show results, TUp to the pre-
gent they have not received a dividend. They
merely obtained employment during the ex-
istence of the society. Flowever, I had
" nothing to do with that sdle, Had T been
a2 sharcholder, T would probably have
oppoged it. T have ‘been offered shares in
the society at fairly cheap prices. That was
four or five years ago. I believe the largest
number of shares any one person can hold
in that society is two, and I have been
offered altogether four or five,

The Minister for Works: There would
have been no harm in buying them.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: No. Had I been a
sharcholder, I would have gone to the meet-
ing of the society and raised my voice and
cast my vote against the sale -of the pro-
perty. However, I do not think it part of
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my business to interfere .n other people’s
affairs in such a maunner. I certainly think
my interference would have been resented.

Mr. Munsie: You would not protest, either,
against Millar’s Co. selling their business to
anyone they pleased, The present protest
is against the sale of the State asset.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: T hope hon. members
will give the closest consideration to this
project, and not allow themselves to be led
away by some of the pleas which have been
advanced. The ‘‘Daily News’’ in a leading
article asserted that if the TFremch syndi-
cate acquired this property it would lead to
a great deal of freight being carried over
the railways. What 2 fallacious argument
to advance! Not an additional load of
timber will go over our railways as the re-
sult of a purchase by this French syndi-
cate, beyond what is and will be carried as
the result of the operations of the State
Sawmills Department, .

Mr. Thomson: But you have no guarantee
that France will take Western Anstralian.
timber. '

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: There is no guarantee
beyond the obvious fact, standing out like
a mountain peak, that the shortage of timber
throughout the world s sueh as to compel
Franee to look to Australia for suppliea.
True, she can look to the west coast of
Ameries and to ‘Bornee and the Philippine
Islands for inferior timber; but for superior
timber she must come to our country. That
ia recognised throughout the world.

The Minister for Mines: Why did not the
British people come here for the ten million
sleepers they ordered the other day?

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: For .thé reason that
the freight difficulty eame in. The source
from which Britain has drawn timber sup-
plies in the past is not available to-day. The
Minister knows that the forests of Great
Britain, sanctified by old age and by tradi-
tion, have been absolutely felled to the
ground during the war. And the same thing
has obtained in France. India, which used

.to be one of Western Austrolia’s bhest cus-

tomers for timber, which used to take a ship-
load of our timber every month, was ecom-
pelled by the lack of transport facilities to
vse an inferior mative timber, which has cost
a great deal more and has proved highly un-
profitable. India, France, ZEngland, and
S¢uth Afriea are all obliged to look to West-
ern Ausfralia as the only country that to-day
has a surplna of timber. Such being the
case, I hope the Minister for Mines will re-

" miember his former advocacy of the State

sawmills. Yt is due largely to him that
those big settlements have been effected in
what was formerly a wilderness, with not a
human heing to be found over scores of
miles of eountry,  That district has blos-
somed into a fine settlement. The Honorary
Minister can bear me out in that.

The Honorary Minister: ¥Yes, and you

. gave the people a fat hope of sueceeding

down there,
Mr. O’LOGHLEN:; If the Honorary Min-
ister’s proposals were as fat as this one,
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Western Australin would not be in her pre-
sent impoverished condition. N¢ charge of
want of suseess can be levelled against the
State’s sawmilling enterprise.

The Honoray Minigter: It has suceeeded
at the cost of the unfortunate farmers in the
distriet.

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: Will a man gver
broaden with age and experience? The un-
fortunate farmer of that distriet has had
brought to- his door by the State sawmills
such a market as he never had in his life-be-
fore. The ‘‘unfortunate farmer of the dis-
trict’’ has been euabled to build up a bank-
ing account ag the result of the expenditure
of a quarter of a million of Government
maney. But becanse the State Sawmills do
not pay rates to a paltry little local au-
thority, they forget the benefits, direct and
indirect, conferred upon the settlers, and
they say, ‘‘If the French come here, they
will pay us rates, which the Government do
not.’’ Had it not been for the activity of
the Beaddan Government those setilers
would never have been there at all, and
there would have been no rates whatever to
colleet. There was nothing to justify the
building of the railway until the timber was
being produeed. The hon. member is a&o
short-sighted as to be unprepared to give
¢redit ‘to the Government that launched out
and developed that district. I hope the Min-
ister for Mines, who was largely responsible
for that launching out, and who was sub-
jected to a lot of criticism—shown to-day to
have been perfectly unjustified—on that
seore, will mot support the proposal fer the
-sale of the mills, ]

Mr, SPEAKER: The sale iz not yet on.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: No, but I am quite
in order in appealing to hon, members to
turn down the proposal. I have been half
my lifetime in the timber industry in this
country, and I have this knowledge which
permits me to oppose thé sale—the know-
ledge that the timber industry of Western
Augtralia i3 going to be one of the sheet-
anchors. of the Htate. We are in a bad
position financially, and we have to look fo
those industries that are showing a prefit to
make provision for the future., My motion
will give the Minister an opportunity for
replying to my remarks and, if carried, it
will give hon. members an opportunity for
perusing the documents, and informing them-
selves as to the negotiations. After such
perusal they should be in a better position
to decide whether it is a good thing for
Western Australia to part with one of her
paying conecerns, or whether it is wiser to
conform to the settled opinion of the com-
munity. Notwithstanding the ehange of
Government, T am convineed that if the
people were consulted they would vote for
the tetention of ‘the State Sawmills, which
gshow a profit now and will show a biggr
prefit in the future and so help the depleted
Treasury. If time permifs of pubiie opinion
throughout the eéuntry being aronsed, T am
snre resolutions will be carried in almeost
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every centre protesting aginst the sale of
the State Sawmills. There i no valid rea-
s0h why the sale shonld be effected, umless
it is to redeem promises made in the heat
of party tancour by hon. members on that
side when they wanted to disledge the
Beaddan Government.

Mr. Smitk: We have the Scaddan Gov-
ernment: with vs now.

Mr. 0’LOGHLEN; You have a portion of
it, and the worst portion too. I am not
speaking personally, but T mean yon have
the reactionary element of the Seaddan Gov-
ermment supporting the proposal. If he had
not been reactionary he could not he sup-
porting it. I appeal to those hon, members
representing the farming community, and
ask them where they are going to land them-
selves if they sanction the sale of this en-
terprise! They are, I believe, jealously

. anxions that the State Implement Works

shall be retained because, at some expense
to the State, it provides cheaper implements.
Even if the ®tate Implement Works he
run at a loss, my vote would go to retain
such works because, notwithstanding the loss,
the indireet return secured by having our
own mechanies employed and by having ‘the
monsey spent “in the country, iz infinitely
better than the alternative of sending our
money oant of tha country. I ask those mem-
bers to comsider whether they are under an -
obligation to support the Government in all
their transactions. If they are prepared to
conserve the interests of Western Australia,
I am sure they will vote against the proposal
to ratify the sale of the sawmills, That pro-
posal will have my strenuons opposition, and
if the Government succeed by dint of num-
bers in effecting the sale to a foreign syndi-
cate, later on, when the people wake up,
that Government will go down to a dishon-
ourable political tomh,

. The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W,
J. George—Murray-Wellington) [5.51]: 1
did not anticipate that the hon, member
would have ‘treated uws to so wmuch of his
feelings in regard to this matter. I took
it he wounld simply move the imotion and that
I should be able to place a statement before
the Hounse. Later on the House will be
asked by the Government to consider the
question of the sale. That will atford an
opportunity for going through the papers
and seeing the grounds upon which the pro-
posal is based. T do not propose to reply to
the hon, member’s speech to-night, because
I think it can be Dbetter dealt with later on.
There are, however, thrde points mentioned
by him to which I wish to refer. Ome is in
regard to the co-operative society. I am
free to admit that for eight or mine months
I have known that this society was anxions
to part with its concession. Had I been
able to persuade my colleagues in this and
the preceding Government, I should have
gone and investigated the society’s assets
with a view of recommending the Govern-
ment to purchase them. I atill hold that if
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the eo-operative society’s piant and permits
had been attached to the State sawmills per-
mits, it would have donstituted the key io
the timber gsitnation of Western Australia,
Therefore, I shounld have been pleased to
have had it; not that it would have altered
my views in attempting to sell, but I sbould
have been able to make even a better “deal
and, if T had not been able to make a deal
at all, we should have been able to work the
whole proposition more economically for the
State. In regard te the co-operative society,
I have been interested in it ever since it
started. It is ackinowledged that I have
been a ‘good friend to the society. I helped
it. 17 years -ago and at every opportunity
gince then. The movement is a good oue,
and in some respects I -share the regrets
that the company parted with its possessiona.

Hon. W. €. Angwin: You will have the
Chamber of Commerce after you. .

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: If there
is any man who does not care what the
Chamber of Commerce says when he ig along
the path of duty, I elaim to be that man.
T have had much, eriticiem from members of
that Chamber in their foolish, il-advised
utterances, to which I pay no attention
whatever., One of my indisereet friends at
the back tried to claim for me all the credit
in regard to the State sawmills, but T must
remind hon. members that in Mr. Humphries
and Mr, Properjohn tbe State has two really
good servauts, who have done their duty
faithfully and well, Let me say it is not
my intention to oppose the motion of the
hon, member for Forrest (Mr. O’Loghlen)
and that T have the papers here with me.
1 desire, however, to make a short statement
which, I think, will help hon. members when
they peruse the files, The firm which has
been in negotiation with the Government
iz known as The Bociété Franco-Australien
Svndicate, which is domiciled at Paris, in
France.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Are you sure it is
not a German econcernt ] ,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If T had
any ides that Germans had anything to do
with the company, they would have to get
over my {Jead bLody befors they secured the
sawmills, I hate Germany, and T would sell
my soul to get at the Kaiser. The Govern-
ment are informed that the society is a fully
responsible concern, the operations of which
are wide in ¥rance, and are not counfined to
timber- dealing, although these are important
and far-reaching, The authorised capital is
two million frames.

Hon, P, Collier: How much is a frane?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Roughly
25 to the pound. Arrangements are in pro-
cess of being carried out to provide the neces-
sary ships to be controlled by the syndicate
for the comveyance of cargo-to Australia,
and to take our timbers to France and else-
where. The supply of shipping has always
“nran one, of the main drawbacks to the full
snceess of the timber industry of Western
Australia. The war just ended has, how-

543

ever, earried with it s0 much wanten destruc-

tion, that timber for the replacing of the

devastated homes of France and Belgivm

becomes & necessity of the first. order. The

guarantee of ships thus becomes not so

much a means of making profits, as of sdp-

plying timber for purposes so urgent that

no diffieslty will be permitted to intervene.

SBe far back as 1913, tHe society has been

investigating the timber resources of West-

ern Australin, Since the eommencement of -
the war the inquiries have been more closely

pursued, as the experience of the Franco-

Prussian war in 1870, left lessons which

bhave not been forgotten.” The lessons that

urfortunate eountry learned from the Franco-
Prussian -war of 1870-71 eall for the exer-

cise of foresight.

Mr, O'Loghlen: I admire their foresight
and regret yours,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am in-
formed that 400,000 francs—approximately
£16,000—have been expended by the society
in conneetion with these inquiries, In OQeto-
ber, 1017, Col. Mathey, the French Conserva-
tor of Torests, visited Western Australia at
a heavy cost to the syndicate. Colonel
Mathey is recognised as the first authority
on forestry in France, and is regarded with
respect throughout the world, He was em-
ployed to come to Western Australia to
make investigationa in regard to large areas
of timber which were offered to the syndi-
cate. I understand he was paid a fee of
400 sovereigns per month in addition to all
his expenses, o that the company give evi-
dence that they have not only large amounts
at hand, but are prepared to expend them
to satisfy themselves, that they are on the
right track. Colonel Mathey came to West-
ern Augtralin in October, 1917, and under
the guidance of the Western Australian Con-
servator of Torests, Mr. LanePoole, he
vigited the timber areas of this State. In
October, 1918, T was requested by the then
Minister for Forests and Induvstries (Mr. *
Robinson} to prepare a statement in regard
to the State Sawmills showing their trade,
scope of operations, plant, ete., and this will
be found ameng the papers, On the 26th
October, 1918, the Minister for Forests for-
warded a copy of this statement with a
covering letter to Colonel Mathey’s friends
in Franee. Certain correspondence followed,
and, on the 14th April, 1919, an offer was
received by me. for the purchase of a por-
tion of the business, This was supported
by a bank credit for 5,000 franes, approxi-
mately £200. Members will find on the file
my rveply which stated that the husiness, if
sold, must be scld as o whole, and that I
was prepared to receive a bid for full con-
sideration, Later on advices were received
by Mr. Lane-Poole that two delegates, with
power to purchase, were cn route to West-
ern Australia.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Is Mr. Lane-Poole also -
negotiating?

The MINTSTER TOR WORKS: No. I
am giving members a plain statement.
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Mr. O’Loghlen: : was wondering why
they sent advices to him.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I under-
stand he received his education in forestry in
France and that Colonel Mathey was his
professor, and Mr. Lane-Poole acted as in-
terpreter and guide, not omly to Colomnel
Mathey during his visit, but to the French
Migsion who were here. :

Mr. Lambert: Not the whole time. The
Minister for Works acted part of the time.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am not
desirous of blowing my own trumpet in that
regpect, On the Sth August, the delegates,
Messra, Dutilleul and Ghyselinck, directors
of the syndicate, arrived. They immediatély
called upon me, accompanied by Mr. Lane-

Poole, as their English was not very strong, .

being in this respect akin to my French,
The record of what transpired will be found
amongst the papers. Certain further infor-
mation was agsked for by these gentlemen
and, while it was being prepared, they visited
the mills and forests under the guidanee of
Mr. Humphries, the manager of the State
Sawmills, and aceompanied by Mr, Lane-
Poole, the Conservator of Forests. On their
return, certain letters passed between us, re-
pulting in an offer of £385,000 being made,
eoupled with certain eonditions which are
fnlly detailed in the papers referred to.

After eonsidering this offer, I prepared the

letter of the 27th August, 1919, which sets
forth the price of £485000 and the terms
and conditions which the Goverament were
preparcd to aceept, subjeet of course to sub-
mission to Parliament, whose decision would
gither approve or veto the sale. A reply
from Messra. Dutillenl and Ghyselinek was
received on the 28th August, and my letter
of the 29th shows elearly what will have to
be counsidered later on when the motion for
the sale comes before Parliament. On the
30th August, a further interview took place,
during which a letter of acceptance of my
terms and conditions was handed to me.
Owing to the stringent control which the
French Governmant exercise over the finanges
of their people, it is necessary for the society
to submit their propesals for full considera-
tion before the Freneh Government will per-
mit the transfer of the large amount of capi-
tal which the undertaking will require. It
was explained to me-—and it is horne out by
the letter of credit—that no money has been
allowed to be sent out of France during the
war or since unless the fullest explanation
has been given to the "French Government,
and the approval of the latter has been re-
ceived beforehand. Tt was therefore neees-
sary for the society to submif their proposals
to the French Government before they would
be permitted to transfer the large amount
of capital to which I referred. = Members
will find that T had asked for a deposit off
5 per cent. on the purchase money to be paid
to the: Government as a guaraniée of good
faith, The delegation, though accompanied
by ample funds; were not so provided as to
be able, here and at once, to put down so
large a sum asg £21,250. They offered to pay
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to the Government 50,000 franes, approxi-
mately £2,000 for the option to hold good
until the 30th November, 1919, This period
would enable them to reach France and to
lay their proposals before the French Gov-
ernment and their own shareholders, in order
to make the arrangements necessary to pay,
on or before the 30th November, 1919, tha
som of £15,000 sterling to the Agent General
for Western Australia in London as deposit.
The 50,000 francs for the option have been
paid to the Government and form no part
whatever of the purchase price for the con-
cern. Whether the deposit of £15,000 is paid
or not, whether the transaction comes through
or not, the e¢ash held for the option is the
sole property to-day of the Western Auns-
tralian Government.
Mr. Green: It is not much,

Hon. P. Collier: The Minister might have
converted these amounts into'terms of Eug-
lish money instead of using millions of franes
which. only amount to a few thousand pounds.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: They
were prepared to pay practically £2,000
down for the option to the 30th November,
1919. That iooked as if they meant businesa,
I would not mind if I could find a couple
of thousand pounds hanging on évery tree
in the State. ’

Mr, Munsie: It shows what a good thing
they are after and hew unwise you are to
sell.

Hon, P. Collier:
a bona fide offer.

‘The MINISTER FOR WORKS: On the
deposit of £15,000 sterling being paid =as
provided, the next payment will be £100,000
on the 30th April, 1920, and the balance

No one snggests it is not

“will be spread over two years from the

30th June, 1920, at equal rests of three
months and earrying interest at G614 per
cent. until the transaction has been closed
by tho payment of the whole of the moneys
due to the Western Australian Government,
rot later than the 30th June, 1922, or earlier
if the purchasers wist. Members will find
from the papers that these sums of money
are to be paid to the Western Australian
Government free of exchange, so that the
full amount of purchase money will be re-
ceived  without deduction, Until the
£100,000 is paid and also all moneys due
to the Government for working capital, ete.,
no control, partial or otherwise, will pass
from the State, and it is stipulated tbat the
concern be taken off our hands on the 30th
June, 1920. Members will see from the
papers that the CGovernment will earry on
the concern until the 30th June, 1920, as for
and on acecount of the purchasers, that all
moneys provided by the Government are to
be subject to -payment of interest at 614 per
ecent. on the daily balance as sinee the 30th
June, 1919, and until the conditions have
been fulfilled.

Hon, W. @. Angwin: You are carrying
on for them now?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We are
carrying on the concern now in the ordinary
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way., Should Parliament approve, a contract
of sale, embodying the terms and conditions
laid down, will be drawn up and completed.
This contract will, of course, provide for
the protection of the interests of the State
ghould default arise,

Mr. Green: How did they cateh you, with
a glass of absinthed

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Cannot
the hon, member allow me to proceed on a
business deal without interruption? T ask
the hon. member’s congideration. It will he
scen that the Government will be earrying
on the business in the meantime just as we
have done previously., Should, therefore, de-
fault happen, the Government will be in a
pogition to continue as though no interven-
tion of a purchaser had oeenrred. No free-
hold or leasehold land is owned by the State
Sawmills, and so there is none that can be
conveyed to the buyers. The society will
aperate on the State Sawmills’ permits, just
in the same way and subject to the same
fees, conditions, royalties, regulations, ete.,
us the State Sawmills and other permit hold-
ers under the” Forestry Act administered by
the Comservator of Forests. The society will,
of course, be subject to the lawg of Western
Australia, and the, obligations thereto. The
staff and employees of the mills will be con-
tinued in their employment. This will be
found mentioned in the papers and, for my
part, I have no anxiety whatever on that
score, The supplies of timber for Govern-
ment requirements are secured at an advance
on ae¢tual cutting eosts, which it is consid-
ered fully preserves the Government’s inter-
esta. The Government have the option of so
obtaining their supplies or going elsewhere
if they choose. The society will assume, as
from the 30th June, 1919, the responsibility
for such contracts and agreementa which the
Government now hold in regard to employees,
powellising contracts, and wsnal eommitments
for purchases, sales, ete. The railway from
Jarnadup te a point named at Big PBrook
mills has not been sold, nor doeg it pass to
the company, It forms part of the trunk
system of the Government railways and is so
retained as State property. When members
are going through the papers, together with
the balance sheet, and judging what the
price should be, they will nged to take this
point into consideration as it represents
roughly £31,000, that being the debit to the
mills, -

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to .90 p.m.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Before
we adjournsd for tea T was stating thai the
society will assume ag from the 30th June,
1919, the responsibility of such .contracts and
agreements which the Government now hold
in regard to employees, powellising contracts,
and wusual commitments for purchase and
sales. I mention that because I would like
hon. members to take that into considera-
tion, especially with regard to the powellis-
ing matter, in conneetion with which there
has been some litigation which is not yet
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¢oncluded. The railway that wasg built from
Jarnadup to a point named at Big Brook
was built specially by the Government of
the day as being a portion of the trunk
system of the State, and although up to the
present that line has been run by the State
Sawmills as if it were one of the lines be-
longing to the mills, if this transaction does
take place, the railway will not pass to the
company; it will be retained by the Govern-
ment, and will he worked as part of the
main trank lines. In conmection with the
working of the mills, it would be ridiculous
to suppose they could be worked unless some
arrgngement was made between the Govern-
ment and the company so that they eould
run their log traing to their junctions. If
that was not done the ecompany would not be
able to get any timber, or very little, into
the mills, and there will have to be some
arrangement made by whick their traffic ean
be worked and the Government line can be
ran, Hon. members may consider that if the
Government had decided upon disposing of
the State enterprises, the proper thing might
bave been to ¢all for tenders throughout the
world, to see whether other people were de-
siroua of acquiring as well as the company
in question. In this matter my opinion ig
that there would have been no difference
whatever, If any of the large timber com-

- panies at present operating in the State had

been inélined to put in a price for this con-
cern, they would no doubt have opemed up
negotiations had it snited their business and
finances to do so. They have been aware
for the past three years what the views of
the Government have been so far as the '
State enterprigses are concerned.

Hon. T. Walker: They know that this
Government alters its opimion so often.

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: The hon,
gentleman is entitled to his own opinion.
I am not disputing his right in that
respect. I am only stating what are
the facts, and he ean criticise them
when the proper time arrives, I was re-
marking that in my opinion the big timber
companies could have, if they so desired,
put in a priece for the concern. If any ons
of the lazge timber companies operating in
this State had acquired the State sawinills
they would praetically have had control of
the timber trade of this State, and it would
have been a matter for debate as to whe- -
ther, that being permitted, it would have
been for the good or against the good of
the community. To my mind ne one but
a large concern could operate the State Saw
mills, and it would he far better for the
Btate and the interests of the peopls, instead
of their being one huge concern, that there
should be at any rate two which could not
be considered small. In my opinion the in-
troduction into this State of a French com-
pany like the one in question will he to
extend our markets in a direction in which
there has been comparatively little trade be-
fore. There hag net been much of our
State timber imported by ¥rench firms up to
the present time, and this transaction will
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mean that we snall have an additional mar-
ket to exploit, The capital which must be
got together for the earrying on of this busi-
ness, namely, £425,600, for the purciase of
it, and probably another quarter of a million
for the working of it, is large in itself, and
is & matter which none of us can afford to
leave out of our caleulations, Another mat-
ter I would like to refer to i3 that in this
transaction there is no ome, to my knowledge
at any rate, who is getting a cut out of it.
There is mot one penny of commission being
paid by the Government, nor will anybody
benefit in ihat direction. .

Hon. P. Collier: How can the hen, mem-

ber say there are no commissions being
patd?
The MINISTER FOR WORKS. [ am

speaking so far «8 my knowledge is vom-
cerned. There is no one getting anything out
of it so far as I know. The buyers and the
.sellers have come together withont any in-
toermediary. I believe that when hon, mem-
bers read in the papers the statement which
1 have made to-night they will agree with
me that it is a clear and straightforward
narrative of what hag taken place, and with
the hope that my remarks may be of some
value to hon. members I will conclude by
asking for leave to lay the papers on the
Table of the House.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [7.40]: I
do mot intend at this stage to discuss the
merits of the proposed sale of these mills,
We shall have ample opportunity of debat-
ing the whole guestion when the meotion for
the ratification of the sale comes down for
diseussion. In the meantime, of course, we
shall also have an opportunity of perusing
all the papers connected with the negotia-
tione whieh have heen going on for so long,
T hope the Minister has placed all the papers
on the Table.

The Minister for Works: They are all
here, all the papers that I know anything
about.

Hon, P. COLLTER: I am glad to hear
that., I am rather sorry that the Minister
when gquoting figures in conneetion with the
purchase price of the mills, and the amount
deposited and so on, did not use terms of
British eurrency. It .will sound big when
the average citizen to-morrow reads in the
newspapers that the capital of this company
is two million franes, I know that the mem-
- bers of the present Government delight in
talking in millions, and if the Minister had
nsed DBritish - terms of currency he would
have had to conflne himself to thousands.
After gll, two million franes amount to about
£80,000, and that is the capital of the com-
pany which is going to purchase for
£4925 000 our State sawmills. The Minister
stated that the option price of 50,000 francs
had been put up. That sounds big, but it ia
only £2,000.

The Minister for Works: That is what T
told you.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Yes, it it would be
just as well to have it all expressed in Brit-

. those negotiations,
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ish ferms. -The only thing revealed by the
Minister’s statement that surprises me is
the fact that negotiations have been going on
for the purchase of these mills ever since
October of last year, a peried of 12 months,
and no member of the House or any member
of the public had any knowledge whatever
of those negotiations, For a whole period
nf twelve months up to the time the bargain
had been clinehed, so far as it was possible
for the Government to elinch it, until the
negotiations had been concluded, there was
no single fact diselogsed. So far as the Gav-
grgment could keep the matter seeret they
1a, N

The Minister for Works: That is correct.

Hon, P. OOLLIER: This Government kept
the whole of these negotiations seeret for
a period of twelve months. I only mention
that to remind the Minister for Works how
for years he and those asseciated with him
stormed at the members of the Labour Gov-
ernment for what they characterised as the
secret negotiations of that period. When
it was pointed out sometimes that it was
impossible to make public from day to day
and from week to week negotiations that were
being carried on by the Government, it was
ridiculed by the hon. member himself. And
T venture to say that if the Labour Govern-
ment were to-day connected with the disposal
of a Btate asset running inte nearly half
a million pounds, and if the negotiations
covered a peried of 12 months, and no mem-
ber of the community knew anything about
the first man to de-
nounce that Government would be the Min-
ister for Works himself. There is no reason
why the public should not have known that
those mills were for sale, that negotiations
were being carried on. ” As a joatter of fact,
more than one deputation has waited on the
Premicr during the last 12 months and asloed
that the Government should eclearly define
their policy in regard to State trading con-
cerns. The deputationists wished to know
whether it was the policy of the ‘overn-
ment to dispose of the State trading con-
cerns, or to continue their operations; and
so far as I kitow, on no occasion has a clear
and definite expresion of policy on that
noint been given by the Premier. There
have been evasion and shuffling. Ope day one
could gather, from a Minister that the Gov-
ernment were prepared to sell the works; -
and the next day one counld gather from the
expressions of another Minister that the Gov-
ernment were not prepared to gell the works.
Yet we are informed to-night that, from a
date long before the period I refer to, nego-
tiations have been in progress for the sale
of State trading concerna, Why this secrecy?
Ta there eny reagson why the world at large
should not lmow that the State Sawmills or
the State Implement Works were for sale,
if a suitable offer were received?

Mr, Pickering: To the highest bidder.

Hon. P. COLLIER: If the information
had been broadeasted we might have got a
higher bidder. The Minister is satisfied
ivith the bargain,
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The Minister for Works: I think it is a
good bargain.

Hon. P. COLLIER: How does he know
that those mills would not have broughit a
higher price had it been known to the world
that they were for salet If it is the policy
of the Government to dispose of the State
trading concerns they should advertise it
broadeast throughout the world and let pos-
sible purchasers know that the property is
for sale, so that the best deal might be made.
Instead of that, what has happened? There
have been representatives of a French firm
in Perth for 12 montha past carrying on
negotiations with the Government for the
purchase of those mills, no one else in the
State knowing anything about it. A .Gov-
ernment who attained office because of their
alleged desire to do things by the light of
day, because of their desire to get away
from what they characterised as the secret
methods of the Labour Government, should
have taken the first opportunity to let the
people into their confidence in regard to the
negotiations that were going on. Instead
of letting the House know 12 momnths ago
that a French firm was here for the purpose

of purchasing the sawmills, the Government .

have kept the matter close, Secrecy has
characterised the attitude of the Government
until, as 1 have already said, secrecy could
no longer be of any avail o them. If the
Government c¢duld have disposed of those
milla without the sanction of the House, no
doubt it would have been done. It is only
at this late stage that we are aequainted
with what has transpired, becaunse the Gov-
ernment arc now up against a stone wall and
are unable to proceed any further without
taking the House inte their confidence.

The Minister for Works: It is a very nice
way of putting if.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It is the clear fact
of the position. What chanee had any pos-
sible purchasers in Austrilia¥ There i3 a
great demand for our hardwoods in different
States of the Cominonwealth. What chance
had the Government of getting a possible
purchaser in Augtralia, or indeed outside of
Auatralia? What ¢hanee have they given to
any purchaser in any part of the British
Empire§ We have heard a great deal during
the last four or five years of how the in-
terests of the British Empire would be best
conserved in the consideration of post-war
problems by our acting as a unit in a great
family of nations. Yet here we find that
when one of the dominions of the British
Empire has an important and valuabls asset
for sale, all the rest of the British Empire
is kept in darkness and is not permitted to
know of the proposed sale. Negotiations
are carried on for 12 months with the Te-
presentatives of a foreign company and this,
too, on the part of a Government whose mem-
bers, when on this side, denounced in season
and out what they were pleased to call the
sacret methods of the Labour Government,
They went further than denouncing them;
they insinuated pretty clearly that there was
some ulterior motive for the smecret methods
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of the Labour Government, The Minister
for Works all the time warted the light of
day. He gaid, ‘“When we get into office we
want an opportunity for looking hehind the
scenes to see what has been carried on by
the dark and devious methods of the Labour
Government.’! When they got into office
they kept the departmeneal officers working
day and night going over the files in order
to get at the bottom, as the Minister for
Works used to say, of the secret methods of
the Labour Government. And now the hon.
member himaself has been a party to secret
negotiations extending over a period of 1%
montha. ’

Mr. SPEAKER:
affects the motion.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I think it does.

Mr, SPEAKER: No; the motion is that
all papers dealing with negotiations for the
sale of the State Bawmills and permits be
laid on the Table. The Minister has already
laid them on the Table, yet the motion is. -
still under discussion. If the hon. member
wanted reasons why the papers should not be
laid on the Table——

Hon. P. COLLIER: But this motion asks
for all papers dealing with the negotiations
for the purchase. I am confining my argu-
ments to that, Although the Minister has
laid the papers on the 'Table, that does not
deprive me of my privilege of discussing the
question. .

Mr. SPEAEKER: It does not deprive the
hon. member of the opportunity for discuss-
ing the motion, but he is not iz order in dis-
cyssing the whole of the ramifications of the
Labour Government on this motion.

Hon, P. COLLIER: In my opinjon I am
within my rights,

Mr. SPEAKER: I am of opinion that
the hon. member is going a bit too far, that
is all.

Hon. P, COLLIER: I am pointing out
that the negotiations in connection with this
proposed sale lave been going on for 12
months, and that those negotiations were
conducted in seeret; and in order to em-
phasise the secrel nature of the negotia-
tions, I am referring to criticism of methods
of .a gimilar charaecter, eriticisms expressed
by the . Mnrister for Works on a former oc-
casion,

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is in
order in doing that, but not in labouring the-
question.

- Hon. P. COLLIER: I am doing the best
with the language at my command and the
knowledge that I have. The matter is so im-
portant, and the backsliding of the Govern-
ment so transparent, that I feel I have not
sufficient command of language to so labour
the question as the merits of the case justify,

Mr, SPEARER: The hon, member wounld
be in order in doing that at another stage,
but I do not think the hon, member would
be in order in proceeding on that line on
this motion.

Hon. T. Walker: On a point of order.
May I suggest that the hon. member is per-
feefly in order in.traversing all the grounds

I do not see that that
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covered by the speech of the Minister, who
made & Jengthy statement desnling step by
step with the whole of the negotiations, from
their initiation to the present day.

Mr. SPEAKER: What is the hon. mem-
ber’s point of order ¥ T have not ruled
the member for Boulder out of order. Is
the hon. member raising a point of order?

Hon. T. Walker: I understood you had
ruled the hon. member out of order.

Mr,-SPEAKER: No, I have not done so.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I want to e¢mphagise
what, in my opinion, ig the serious offence
committed by the Government in with-
holding from the House - information re-
garding the negotiations that have taken
Mace.

Mr. Munsie; And from the country as
well. )

Hon. P, COLLIER: When I say the
House, I mean the country also. I am more
than astonished at finding that the Minis.
ter for Works would be a party to proceed-
ings of this kind. The very fact that
negotiations have been carried on in secret,
knowan only to the GGovernment and to the
representatives of the firm concerned, it not
being known to anybody else in Aus-
tralia that these mills were for sale, has
possibly prevented the Government from

making the best deal in the interests of .

the State. If the Governinent had made
it known that it was their policy to scll
the mills, it would have been all right to
carry on hegotiations with any possible
purchager that might come along.

Mr. BPEAKER: I am sorry to interrupt
the hon. member, but the time has cxpired
for the discussion of motions,
necessary for a motion to continne them.

Resolved: That motiona be continued.

Mr. O7Loghlen: Third lap.

Hon. P. COLLIER: There will be a good
many more laps before these mills are Inat
to the State.

The Attorney General: They will not he
sold at all if you can prevent it.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am going to avail
myself of all the forms of the Hounse iv my
endeavour to -prevent this sale. I am
going to fight it ineh by inmch at every
stage, I am within my rights in doing
that. I believe I am fighting for the best
“interests of the people of the country
which, in my opinion, are at stake in this
proposal to sell the sawmills and, believing
that, T am going to contest every imch of
the ground.

The Minister for Works: Xt does not
matter to whom the mills might be sold,
you would still oppose the sale.

Hon, P. COLLIER: I am opposed to their
sale, which I say is doubly reprehensible
when done in the way it is being dene.

The Minister for Works: You ‘object to
their being sold to the French.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I object to their
being sold at all, and whilst I have never
got on = public platform and wrapped my-
self in a Union Jack and talked largely

It will be-
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abont patriotism and the British Empire,
I nevertheless believe in giving our own
people the first option, over anything we
may have to sell. It is the party to whom
the hon. member helongs who have on
every possible oceasion steod forth and
talked about the British Empire and said
that every other mnation should play a
secondary part to it. But when he is in a
position to confer a henefit on anotlier part
of the British Empire, he apparently for-
gets his duty to-the Bmpire, No other part
of the DBritish Empire has had an apportn-
nity of making a deal a3 a possible pur-
chager of these Siate sawmills, Whilst the
Minister for Works assures us that every-
thing is fair and above lLoard— —

The Minister for Works: Bo far as I
know. I can only give you my: word for
that.

Hon, P. COLLIER. T am extremely sur-
prised that the Minister should say nobody
is getting a ent out of this, I do not know
why the Minister should make thai ex-
traordinary announcement in this Housge.
Why such a reference? I never suspected
that anyone was getting a cut out of it.

Hon. T. Walker: The Minister said, ‘‘So
far a3 he knew.’’ That is & very wise
qualification.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I did not think we
had reached that stage in the public life
of this State when a Minister would think
it npecessary to make such a declaration.
From the fact of such a declaration being
made, one might imagine it had been the
practice in the past for Ministers or mem-
bers of Parliament to get a cut out of such
things, and that this particular deal was
an exception to the prevalent rule., The
next phase of the busiress will come later,
At this stage I wish only to emphasise
again as strongly as I ean my condemna-
tion of the eonduct of the Government in
carrying on secret negotiations for g period
of 12 months without anyone in this coun-
try knowing anything of the business.
There will be further opportunities of deal-
ing with the matter, and I can promise the
Minister that by the time he secures the
approval of this House to the sale of the
mjlls he will know that he has been through
a willy-willy.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. T.
P. Draper—West Perth) [8,5]: The -leader
of the Opposition has frankly told us that
he is going to oppose the sale of the State
gawmills on prineiple. I ean respect that
statement, although I. do not agree with the.
prineiple. If he says that he is going to op-
pose. the sale through thick and thin he-
cause he considers that the sawmills should
not be sold, I can respeet that opposition
though T do not agree with it. But this
debate has now resolved itself into criticism
of the Government because they have given
an option——

Hon, W, €. Angwin; A geeret option.

Hon, T. Walker: Do not forget that it is
secret. . . 39
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL: An option,
subject to the approval of Parliament, to
purchase the State sawmills, I eannot help
feeling that the leader of ‘the Opposition, in
eriticising the secrecy which be alleges bhas
characterised the procedings, is trying to
get back a little of the eriticism which may
have been levelled from the Opposition side
of the Housa when he was oceupying a seat
on the Treasury bench, From a human point
of view that may be justifiable, but from a
logical point of view what has it to do with
the matter before the House? The great
complaint of the leader of the Opposition is
on the score of secrecy. Does the hon. mem-
ber, or does any person with the business
attainments of the hon. member, imagine
for one moment that a business concern jin-
volving several hundreds of thousands of
pounds can ever be sold at a good price. if
the moment a possible purchaser appears
upon the Government’s doorstep and even
hints at purchase Ministers rush off to the
oflices of the morning papers and advertise
to the whole community fhat there is a pros-
pect of a sale taking place? The hon, mem-
ber knows that such a eourse of action would
be that of a lmmatic. In a transaction of
thia-kind one bhas to enter into negotiatious
and to kesp the matter to oneseif until the
business has besn coneluded; or has reached
sueh a stage that under the law of the
State one eannot go further,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Why not call publie
tenders¥

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I will deal
with that point. What has taken place is
that an offer has been obtained rightly or
wrongly—rightly, as I think—io purchase
the Btate sawmills at a satisfactory price.

What would have been the use of giving-

the information to the public or of ealling
for tenders if this price is a good onet

Hon. W, €. Angwin: You did not say that
over Wyndham,

The ATTORNEY GENERAIL: I have
ncver said a word about Wyndham, Mon.
members know that under the State Trading
Concerng Acet the CGovernment of the day
are entitled to sell a State trading concorn.

Hon, P. Collier: Yes, subject to the ap-
proval of Parliament.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No. The
Government can sell without obtaining the
approval of Parliament; but, if they do,
they must come to Parliament before they
can give possession,

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Oht

Hon. P, Collier: That is a lawyer’s dis-
tination,

Mr. Mungie: It is splitting strawa.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It is the
wording of the Statute. The Government
esnnot give possession until they have ob-
tained the approval of Parliament, and that

is quite sufficient protection, for this reason,

that no Government would enter into a con-
tract to give possession until they had ob-
tained the approval of Parliament.

Hon. P. Collier: That is so,
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Until they
have something to lay before this House,
they are not in & position to ask the House
to approve of possession being given.

Hon. P. Collier: I did not say they were.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Therefore -
all the Government can do is to enter into
preliminary negotiations and make a con-
templated sale of the premises subject to the
approval of Parliament. ‘That is all the
present Government have done,

Mr. O’Loghlen: Could not they have in-
vited offers from other firms and from other
countries? -

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That makes
not the slightest difference, assuming as I do
for the puiposes of my argument, that the
price is & good one. If the price is not & good
ong, the House can turn the whole thing
down, and what harm will have been dons?
But if the price is satisfactory, then the Gov-
ernment are in & position to say to the
House, ‘‘Now we have a good bargain, will
You approve of possession being givent’’
That is all that has been done, and I think
it is a ecommonsense manmer of conducting
the business. Asgsume that by calling ‘tenders
a better offer might be pbtained. Tt is -per-’
fectly obvious that the House, if of opinion
that we have not obtained a suffietent price
for what we propose to gell, will say, ‘‘We
do not desire to sell.’” But does anyone
imagine that, if we advertised all over the
world, buyers would come along to purchase
2 State trading concern while knowing that
they conld got no direct offer from the Gov-
ernment but that everything must_be sub-
ject to the approval of Parliament? In my
opinion very little good would have been
done by calling for tenders in a matter of
this kind. So much for the secrecy. The
Government have not committed Western
Augtralia in any way or Parliament in any
way.

Hon. P. Collior: They eould not. They
have gone as far as they eould go, and done
it seeretly all the time,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I agree we
have done it seeretly. We have gone as far
as from a practical commonsense point of
view the Act contemplates. We have made
the preliminary arrangemeuts, and it is en-
tirely for this House and another plaee fo
say whether they approve of the sale being
carried out. ' '

‘Hon. T. WALKER (Kanowna) [8.14]: Tt
is very entertaining to listen to the special
pleading of the Attoriey General, but he has
by no means removed the effect of the speech
delivered by the leader of the Opposition, It
seems to me an absurd idea that the Govern-
ment can depart from a poliey which has
more or less been adopted and aceepted. It
seems to me absurd that the Government
ghould maintain secrecy in negotiations for
close upom 12 onths, and then say that -
they are pursning an ordinary eommon-sense .
course. ‘There has not been in Western Aus-
tralia or in any other State a Parliament
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that would tolerate 12 months of under-
ground engineering aud then eall it common
sense.

The Minister for Works: You are not jus-
tified in saying that. You will know that
you are not justified when you read the files.

Hon. T. WALKER: I an justified in say-
ing that there has been absolute secrecy so
far as the general public are coneerned.

Mr. Underwood: And there. always has
been scerecy in such negotiations.

Hon, T, WALEKER: No.

Mr. Underwood: There was at the time of
the Se¢addan Government, anyhow,

Hon. T, WALKER: Nothing of the kind.
Tt is quite- true that when all things are
egual—

My, Underwood: Iight the
Never mind thé secrecy.

Hon. T. WALEER: The question here is
tha secrecy of the thing or the openness of it.
These State sawmills were accepted as a
State trading concern. The Government have
endorsed the principle of State trading eon-
cerns in more ways than one, and the coim-
munity have been led to believe that we have
adopted or accepted the principle of State
trading. We have that principle endorsed at
the election of the Minister for Mines, by
the member who was then Attorney General,
at the Albany election. He supported the
State trading concerns to the utmost then,
yet all the while he had at the back of his
head the knowledge that the Government were
trying to get rid of ome of the most import-
ant assets of the SBtate trading eoncerns, The
Government knew it, and.had known it for 12
months. They only divaiged the fact when
they could not go one step further in seereecy.
The Attorngy General says, ‘‘What wrong
can bhe done by this, becanse iu the end we
could turn the whole transaction down by a
resolution in the House¥’’ But we know the
‘Government have committed themselves. The
bargain is almost complete. The whole thing
only requires ratification. Every supporter
of the Government is linked with the trans-
action. It is a guestion of the Government
standing or falling, and the matter does not
get a fair ehance. We cannot now torn back
ou the track. What objcction can there be
to secrecy, asks the Attorney General, This
ohjection: we are parting with one of the
most valuable assets of the State, not omly
in the shape of sawmillg, but in the shape of
forests; in the shape of an asset thaf is re-
quired not only in Australia, but in the whole
of the British Empire. Ii is property that
belongs to posterity, and that cannot easily
or quickly be replaced. We are parting with
it, not for the service of the Commonwealth
or of the Empire, but to what, when the
world becomes settled, will be a foreign coun-
try. We givé away command of what is
equally as useful in peace as in war, What
harm can. there be in secrecy? The harm is
that we liave given no part of the world an
Opportu.mt.y of competing in the purchasing of
such & valuable asset. The Attorney General
puts it down as n mere matter of price. They

principis.
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were getting a figure satisfactory to the
Minister for Works and to the Attorney
General, That is good enough, How are
they to know it is satisfactory when, they
have not put the proposition on offer fo tha
whole world? The valuable speech by the
member for Forrest (Mr. O'Loghlen) has
shiown that a timber asset is not merely &
national asset. It is of world-wide and in-
ternational value. There never was a time
when the product of the forest was of such
value, - They say that a few million francs
is the test. The whole world is to fall down
aud worship the Minister for Works becanse
he has got a few million franes for the milis.

The Minister for Works: I do not want
anybody to worship me.

Hon. T. WALKER: We ought to rever-
ence the profound genius that will be satis-
fied with parting with the assets of posterity
for a few million franes, I am casting no
insinuation on amyone. L am not suggesting
the posgibility ¢f any seeret cuts in this mat-
ter, so suggested to my mind and to the mind
of this Chamber by the Minister for Works.
But we have seen that in instances of cor-
ruption in the histories of WMinisters and
Parlisments, the system pursued has always
been this one of secreey—to keep things in
the dark until the bargain was ripe.

The Minister for Worka: Apparently you
are getting very familiar with the method.

Hon. T. WALKER: I am getting more
familiar with it the more I read and study
actions of some Ministers and members of
Parliament. Although it may be common
sense, it is always considered more or less
sugpicious for any Government to be indulg-
ing in secret negotiations. Nobody else knew
there was any possibility of negotiations for
the sale of these mills. The seeret was that
a particular party who had come in contaet
with some member of the Government was
negotiating for the purchase, and that secrecy
was maintained wntil the whole thing was
ready, and the Government could not turn
back. This is the method always followed
when it is sought to give some particular
party a bhargain, or ‘to some particular nego-
tiator a special concession. We eondemn
the secrecy as to the possibility of the
purchase of this concern. No information
was given to anybody else that the saw-
mills were up for sale. Nobody else
had a chanee to bid. It was given out to
the world that we were working this valu-
able asset, and that we were content to
stick to our bargain, while all the time the
Government were in the act of selling to a
foreign syndicate, Nobody in this Cham-
ber, or in Anstralia, or in the British empire,
was aware that the emissaries of a foreign
nation, for a foreign nation’s advantage,
was in process of buying this great asset.
This iz what the leader of the Opposition
has condemuned in the name of the people of
Western -Australia, of the Commonwealth,
and of posterity. 1 am aware what I am
saying fits better into the debate which is
to come, but I, like my leader; and the mem-
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ber who moved this motion, feel so indignant
at the tactica of the Government in this
matter, that I feel it i3 my absclute duty to.
oppose every step of thiy iniquitous rob-
bery of the State, for I can ecall it nothing
else. T assure the Minister that whatever
the attitude of those sitting behind him in
this matter may be, no congent of mine
shall cver be given to this secret bargain.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [8.25]: I must state that the Minis-
ter in dealing with this question has dis-
closed an entire change in his policy from
what he professed when he was on this side
of the House. The Minister does not prae-
tico what be preaches. The Minister asked
on one oceasion where did the firm of Ne-
vanas coms in,

Mr. SPEAKER: I must asl the hon. mem-
ber to confine himself to the motion.

Hon, W. ¢. ANGWIN: I wish to point ont
that the Minister, in dealing with the ques-
tion, never gaid a word about the papers.
He dealt eotirely with- the sale of the saw-
milis.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member must
admit the Minister said be would lay the
papers on the Table, and that they contained
eertain mfolmahou which he would verify
by a statement.’

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It is unnecessary
for me to read what he said because I will
have an oppertunity to do that later, but
the Minister should be thankful to you, Mr.
Speaker, for not allowing me to condemn
him ont of his own mouth. I was surprised
to hear the arguments of the Attorney Gen-
eral.

Mr. O'Loghlen: They were not mguments

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: He asked how
could the (Government do otherwise; how
could they ecall for tenders? What was to
prevent the Government from ealling for
tendersf By the instructions of this House,
they should have called for tenders. Mem-
bers will know that a motion was carried
in this House directing the Government then
in office to call for'tenders. It wag the in-
struction of Parliament that tenders should
he ealled when such a matter affecting the
public was concerned. That deeision was ar-
rived at in this Chamber at the instigation
of the present Miniater for Works, He
started the ball rolling, It was his belief
and his action, and now he says, ‘I have
done this quistly. ‘T found it unnecessary to
enll for tenders.’’ Tn the Press not long ago,
ong of the members of the late Government
pointed out the possibility of the Broken
Hill Proprietary negotiating for these mills.

Hon. P, Collier: Did you notice how the
Minister vesented it, too¥ He had this on
the go at thé time.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: They are an Aus-
tralian company to a large extent, but they
are to have no opportunity to submit a price
for these mills, . Why were they blocked out?
The Minister was approached in the matter.
Why were not they told the sawmills were
for sala? .
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The Minister fo1  Works: Who are
tithey 2’8

Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIN: The Minister in

hig indignation one day almost repudiated
the statement in the Press,in reégard to that
matter. The Minister knows to whom 1
refer.

The Minister for Works: The Broken Hill
Proprietary?

Hon. W. 0. ANGWIN: Yes; the Minister
knows all about it. Yet he negotiated se-
cretly and by methods which he himself has
condemned strongly.

The Minister for Works: I think you will
alter your opinion when you have read the
file.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Wk did not kuow
anything abount this matter until a few days
ago. There is no question of altering ome’s
opinion, It would not alter my opinion if
the Minister were to receive double the
value, because he is not in a position to say,
after ha has fixed the price of the mills at

, £450,000, that another company would. not

have offered £500,000,

The Minister for Works:
tenders.

Hon, W. C, ANGWIN: It would bhe a nice
thing, after the Minister has negotiated and
stated that the concession and the mills are
worth only £450,000 to suggest that we might
expect now to get £500,000.

Hon. P. Collier: We wonld nover ‘get mora
now, The Minister has accepted this as
their value,

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: I suppose the Gov-
ernment eall that keen business acumen.

The Minister for Works: I think it is a
good business deal,

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: T remember a good
business deal which was mentioned here once
before, and whieh might have saved this
country about £20,000, but it was said to be
a Dbad business deal beeause public competi-
tion was not invited, and the Minister was
the man who condemned it on that account.

The Minister for Worlks: What was that?

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: The Minister
krows all about it.

Hon. P. Collier: Why not sell this by pub-
lic tendert

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: After the distinet
expression of opinion by this House on this
very question of secrecy, the Government are
no longer fit to hold their positiona.

The Minister for Works: You will say
anything to stop the sale of these trading
concerns,

Hon. P. Collier:
tions.

The Minister for Works: Why not come
straight out instead of insinuating?

Mr, SPEAKER: Order!

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: This secret deal
eould not have been intended by the Minig-
ter’s colleague to be kept secret.  When
he tried to induce other customers, he did
not think the purchase would be confined
to one company. '

The Minister for Worka:
league you refer tof

Then eall for

Yes, by seeret negotia-

Who was the col-
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Hon. W. . ANGWIN: The late Trea-
gsurer. I do not want any bluff from the
Minister. He knowa all about it.

Mr. SPEAKER: I want the hon. member
to keep to the motion. That is my trouble.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T have been try-
ing to keep within the debate which has
been admitted here this afternoon.

Hon. P. Collier: The late Treasurer did
not think it necessary to keep the matter
vecret, and quite right, too.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It could not have
been the intention of the Minister’s eol-
leagues that one company only should have
an opportunity to deal with this gquestion.
If other people have had an opportunity, we
should have all the papers. There might be
other companies who submitted offers pri-
vately, and who desired to have some in-
formation in regard to these sawmilly. There
might be other papers dealing with the mat-
ter. :

The Minister for Works: How can that be
if T put all the papers on the Table? Why
make 2 statement like thatf

Hon. Wi, 0. ANGWIN: I have not had an,
opportunity of perusing the papers, there-
fore T am quite justified in making that as-
sertion.

The Minister for Works: Youn are not.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Is not it s faet
that the late Treasurer was approached in
the Flastern States in regard to the matter?

Hon. P. Collier: And did not keep it se-
cret, either.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: No. And is it likely
that the Minigter would reply to a state-
ment made by the late Treasurer in the Press
in regard to the sale of these works if he
did not know anything about it? There
must he a portion of those papers dealing
with the proposed sale.
existence, the white ants must have Deen
at work, as on a previous occasion; or dome
person must have eaten them. .

Hon. P. Collier: Silverfish, perhapa.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Another of the
Minister’s colleagues—I do not refef to the
present Minister for Railways—speaking at
Albany, was so. impressed with some of oar
trading eoncerns that he implied he had no
intention of selling them, partieularly the
ships.

The Minister for Works: One of my pre-
sent colleagues?

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: No. These negotia-
tions have been going on for twelve months.

Hon. P. Collier: You have had half the
House as colleagueg while these negotiations
have been going on. The member for Guild-
ford (Mr, Davies) was 2 colleague while this
was on.

Fon. 'W. O, ANGWIN: The member for

Guildford did not get so far as that; he
was not sworn in, If it was the intention
of the Government, when the matter of the
trading concerns was being dealt with at
Albany, to sell them, the only honourable ac-
tion which could have been taken by a Min-

ister at that time was to say—*‘Yes; we

If they are not in
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intend to =ell them as soon as possible, and
are negotiating for their sale.”” DBut the
Government said they had no intention of
selling.

The Minister for Worka:
the coileague you refer to.

I do not know

Mr. Green: Did you let your colleagues
into the joke? k
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Minister

seems to be the only one who knew any-
thing about this. He did it entirely on his
owi. He wants to show, if possible, what a
smart buginess deal he can carry out.

The Minister for Works: - It is a good
deal, anyhow,

Mr., SPEAKER: The hon. member can
hardly disecuss the merits and demerits on
this motion. '

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: T admit the Min-
ister drew me off the track. I think the
people of this State will agree with me that
the last man in this House, whom they
would have cxpected to enter into a secret
contract, atter his own actions and denumeia-
tions scattered broadcast throughout the
country, and after his suceessful éndeavours
to pass a motion of condemnation and pro-
hibition against secret contracts, would be
the Minister for Works. .

The Minister for Works: How long have
we kept you from knowing itf

Hon, P. Collier: Twelve months.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: It is not the
question of keeping us in darkness that mat-
ters; it is the question of pounds, shillings
and pence to the State, It is a matter which
concerns others who might have purchased
if they had had an opportunity.

The Minister for Works: I doubt if you
could find any. .

Hon. W. O, ANGWIN: It is a matter
affecting the finances of the State. We are
the guardians of the State’s finances, and we
are here to see that, if a profitable concern
is to be got rid of, the finances are pro-
teeted, and that we make as good a deal as
possible. The Minister has not dome that.
I do not know what has gone wrong with
him, T eannot understand him, I am afraid
he has been led astray by some of his col-
leagues.

Hon, P. Collier;: The bad company he has
been keeping lately. .

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: We know his pro-
fession to smartness, keenness, and insight
in buginess dealings. Now he comes along
quietly and secretly saying—*‘For goodneps
sake do not let anyone else know anything
about it. You will never get the same prica
ag T am offered. Keep it gquiet. T have got
£2,000 for an option.’’ How many million
franes was that amount expressed inf

Hon. P. Collier: Two million francs.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: I am surprised
that the Minister, who has heen acknow-
ledged ome of the keenest men in the State,
after having spent a lifetime in business,
should have been had in the manner he has
been over this matter,

Question put and passed,
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The Minister for Works:
papers here.

Mr. SPEAKER: The papers have been
laid on the Table, in accordamce with the
resojution.

I have the

BILL~~PBARLING ACT AMENDMENT.

Received from the Liegislative,Counecil and
read a first time.

MOTION—WHEAT PRODUCTION, PRICE
GUARANTEE,

8ir H. 'B. LEFROY (Moore) [8.45]: T
move— : '

That in the opinion of thiy House it is
in the best interests of Western Australia
that the sum of 5s. per bughel should be
guaranteed to growers of wheat for a
term of five years.

Mr. Smith: On a,point of order; I wonld
draw attention to Standing Order 192, which
reads—

No member shall be emntitled to vote in
any division upon a question in which he
has a direet pecuniary interest, and the
vote of any member 8o interested shall be
disallowed.

I have a direct pecuniary interest in this
matter—— .

Mr. SPEAKER: What is the hon. mem-
ber’s point of order?

Mr. Smith: I want to. know whether I
may be allowed to vote on this motion.

Mr.” SPEAKER: The hon. member is
raising the point rather early. If he waits
until the vote is taken that will be time
enough to raise the question,

Mr. Troy: There is nothing in his point.

S8ir H. B. LEFROY: I am not submit-
ting this motion in the interests of any in-
dividual; I am moving it in the interests of
the State. :

Hon, P. Collier: Incidentally, of course,
yon may benefit by it.

Sir H. B. LEFROY: Resolntions in
similar terms have already been adopted in
America and in Canada, and we know that
in a country like ours the only way we can
possibly raise Western Australia out of her
present condition is by getting the people
to produce, praduce, produce.

Mr. Lambert: We have heard that ery

- before.

Sir H. B, LEFROY: Every encounrage
ment we can possibly give to enable people
to go in for production in Western Australia
will prove in the interests of the State. Wae
have at the present time 213 million acres
of land alienated, or in process of aliena-
tion, and of that area 1814 million acres
are yet uncileared. Surely there will be an
improved national asset if we ean only ian-
duee people to produce from the huge area.
What we in Western Ausiralia waot to do
is to induce the people to improve the
national asset, mot so much in their own
interests as in the intereats of the State as
a whole. There are 7% million acres

million scres are only ringbarked,
 barking is ugeless unless followed up by the
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cleared and partially ¢leared, while 314
Ring-

plough. We who have experience of this
country know that if we ringhark the coun-
try, in a few years' time it will grow up
thicker than ever unless we follow up the
ringbarking with the plough. If we can
induce the pecple to clear more land and
cultivate it, that land which is cleared and
eultivated will be worth three or four times
as mpeh o the State in productiveness than
before. The only method by which we can
improve the national asset is by encourag-
ing people to grow wheat and at the same
time the grazing possibilities of the eoun-
try will be improved and the country will
be made worth, as T said just now, three or
four times what it was worth in its natural
state.

Mr. Green: Will you agree to the inerease
of all wages to 14s. a day?

8ir H. B. LEFROY: That is one of the
difficulties the farmers have to contend
with. There is w»o industry in Western
Australia which is more sweated thnn that
of farming, ,

Mr, Green: That is why they ride in
motur Cars. .

8ir H. B. LEFROY: The man who pro-
duces wheat is really carrying on an in-
dustry which is a more sweated iadustry
than any other. On the questiou of wages
paid by the farmers, I would say that these
are higher, considerably higher, than they
were some ycars ago. The area under enlti-
vation has increased enormously since 1909
and 1 wish to admit thal even hon. mem-
bers opposite, when they sat ou this side
of the Hovse, recognised as I do the im-
portance of :the agricultural industry to
‘Western Australia.

Hon, T. Walker: We do now,

Sir H. B.- LEFROY: Hon. members
opposite did a great deal to encourage agri-
culture in Western Australia, knowing that
by doing that they were doing something
which was in the interests of the country.
That being the case, the land cleared and
the land under crop increased erormously
during the last decade. In the year 1914,
when war broke out, the industry began to
wane. There were many reasons, but the
prineipal one was that the farmers felt an
uneertainty as to whether they were going
to be able to sell their wheat and as to what
they wounld get for it. If the farmers had
some certainty that they could get a fixed
price for the wheat, thers iz not the slight-
est doubt that a great impetus.would be
given to agriculture in Western Australia.
The member for North Perth (Mr. Smith)
seemed to assume that I was submitting the
motion beeause I might be partly interested.

Mr. Smith: I was concerned about my-
self; I do not know whether you are a
wheat grower.

S8ir- H. B. LEFROY: I represent West-
ern Australia in this House although I was
gent here by a farming constituency., Honm.
members know well ‘that T have never been
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a party to moving any motion which will
in itself advance the interests of only one

particular cless without advancing the in-

terests of other classes of the community.
If we increase the productiveneas of the
soil and if we encourage those who have
land to work it, and get more out of it, we
are benefiting the whole State. The man
on the land, perhaps, supports more peopie
than are supported by any individual in-
dustry in the State. With regard to the
gold mining indwnstry, it is said that eatch
worker in a gold mine helps to support five
other people in that community, I think
it may safely, be said that the farmer helps
to support double that number, if net more.
The farmer depends on

Hon. T. Walker: The Agricultural Bank,

8ir H. B. LEFROY: Not altogether.
I do not desire that the farmera should de-
pend on the Agricultural Bank The man
who is placed in such a position that he
knowa he has to depend oun himself only is
the man who is deing more good for him-
gelf and more good for the community. The
man who is always held up and supported
is never strong, The man whoe supports
bimself is the one who grows strong
and is able to do more for bis country.
Those men who are most suceessful in this
country are the men who have not had any
assigtance of this nature, but have depended
on their own wits. and their own perseverance.
1 move the moticon becauge I think it my duty
to obtain an expression of opinion from the
House at thia fime, when there is not nearly
the risk in making a gwarantee of the price
of wheat that there would have been some
years ago. The experience of the past
shows invariably that the price of wheat has
kept up for a number of years after a great
war, I have in my possession a statement of
the average prices of wheat in England for
the last 320 years, and that statement shows
that the price keeps up as I have said. Dur-
ing the five years preceding the battle of
Waterloo, which marked the conclusion of
the Napoleonic wars, and for five years
after, the average *price of wheat in
England was 12s. 10d. per bushel. From
1801 to 1810, the earlier years of the
Napolconic wars, the price of wheat in Eng-
land averaged 12s. 3d. per bushel. During
one year of the Napoleonic wars the price
rose as high as 19s. per bushel. There was
a similar experienee after the Franco-Prus-
sian war, which was of only very short dara-
tion. At the end of that war wheat rose to
6s, 114, per bushel in England—a price ¢on-
siderably higher than it had reached for
some years previously. The present is a time
when we want above all things to develop
the national estate. . The State itself cannot
do that; only man can {do it, and we want
to encourage man te do it. We have 21
million acres of land alienated and in pro-
cess of alienation, and of those 21 million
acres only 4% millions are actually cleared.
Travelling through the country we see enor-
mons tracts of land which could be utilised
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if people could only be encouraged to clear
them. But Western Australia is differently
situated from other countries in the matter
of clearing. The wheat-bearing areas of
Seuth Australia required little or no clearing,
and the same thing applies in the case of
Canada. But this country of ours is a pecu-
Liar eountry, It is a productive country, and
one which will respond to improvement per-
haps to a greater extent than many other
countries, When one goes into a salmon gum
forest, one notes the growth of the timber
and the absence of grass, When one sees the
forest cleared and the land eultivated, and
observes the wonderful sward of grass that
follows, one recomiises what the advaatage
of clearing the country really is. The only
thing that ean properly develop Western
Australia is the, clearing of the tim-
ber which retards the growth of the feed
required for the earrying ot stock. Un-
doubtedly the future of our farmers largely
consists in raising sheep and growing wheat.
Some people say, *‘Do not grow wheat; fools
grow wheat.’”” I am not one of those who
hold that view, Undoubtedly the man who
grows wheat runs a risk, owing to the sea-
sons; but while he is growing his wheat he
is alsoc improving his property so that it will
be able to earry thres or four times the num-
ber of sheep afterwards; and in that way
he is benefiting, not only bimself, but also
the State. I am sure hon. members recog-
nise that a man who increases ‘the earrying
capabilities of his land is doing a great
thing for the State. We want to see this
enormous territory of ours denuded of some
of: that uvseless timber which is eumbering
the ground; we want to see the land made
productive, not only for the present genera-
tion, but also for posterity. It is an old
fruism that the land is the basis of every-
thing that man uses, of absolutely every-
thing. From that basis we want to start an
uplifting of Western Australia. The gold-
mining industry has done wonders for this
State, uplifting it as in a night from abso-
lute obseurity into something visible to all
the rest of the world. I hope the time is not
far’ distant when the gold production of
Western Australia will be further developed.
I have always heen one of those who helieve
that every encouragement given to inerease
gold production and towards the making of
new discoveries is to the advantage of West-
ern Australia. The goldfields provide a
market, and in that way give encouragement
to the man produeing from the soil. I think
semething can be done to carry out the
prineiple embodied in the motion, Although
we bear it often in this House, it is a fact
which we must realise that on the man upon
the land depends the future of this country,
Therefore anything that will, induee him to
improve the national estate must be to the

.advantage of the country. I think the Ted-

eral Government showld assist in a matter
such as this, which is brought forward in the
interests, not only of Western Australia, but
of Australia as a whole. We want more
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people in this country if we are to hold it
for Australia, and the only way in which we
can induce people to eome to this eounntry is
to offer them every possible encouragement
te settle on the seoil and to preduce from the
§oil that which nature intends they should
produce for their own advantage and for the
advantage of the Empire. I have no desire
to labour this question, but I have considered
it in oll its phases for some time, and I am
gtrongly of opinion that the formulation of
a scheme by whicl the farmer can be gnaran-
teed a priee for his wheat over 5 term of
years, will give the greatest impetus ever
given to farming and produetion in this
eountry. Hon. .members fully realise the
scope of the motion, which 1 offer for the
serious consideration of the Houge, I trust
that it will oceupy the attention of the
House as it should in the interests of this
counfry of ours.

On motion by Mr. Maley debate adjourned.

MOTION—AGENT GENERAL'S
OFFICE, SECRETARY AND
EMIGRATION OFFICER.

Mr. PICKERING (Bussex) [9.13]:' I
move—

That in the opinion of this House it is
undesirable that the offices of Secretary
and Emigration Officer- shonld be amal-
gamated, and that in the opinion of this
House the latter officer should be equipped
with a thorough knowledge of the land and
of farming, and of the conditions apper-
taining to this State,

This motion has become necessary in conse-
quence of the action of the Government as
regards the appointment of an Emigration
Officer to be attached to the Agent General’s
office. It will be remembsred thai recently
I asked here some questions regarding this
vacancy. One question was whether the ap-
pointment had been filled, to which the an-
swer was in the megative; and the other
question was whether, in the event of the
vacaney not having been filled, the Govern-
ment would consider -the absolute necessity,
in the best interests of the State, for- select-
ing a man who had expert farming -know-
ledge, to which the answer was in the affirma-
tive. Strange to say, this appointment had
been hanging firc for a considerable time,
but immediately after the putting of these
questions to the Government we find an ad-
vertidement in the ‘‘Government Gazette’’
calling for fresh applications for the post on
different lines, I take some ecredit to my-
sclf, perhaps, in that connection. In to-day’s

‘‘West Australian’’ there appears an ad-

vertisement calling for applications for the
vacancy, and stating that applications will
be received by the Public Service Commis-
signer until the 15th September for the posi-
tion of ‘‘Seeretary and Emigration Officer
in London.’’ My reagon for- asking the
questions which I have quoted was that I
had been informed it was the intention of
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the Government to appoint to the position
of Emigration Officer a gentleman quite
unfitfed to hold the position. I firmly be-
lieve that if the position is to be adequately
filled it must be filled by a man cognisant
of all the conditions of the land in Western
Australia and its working. The officer sug-
gested has been eugaged entirely on elerical
worl during the whole of his service in the
State.

Hon. T. Walker: Has he been appointed?

Mr. PICKERING: According to the
Minister, no. But this gentleman, while not
fitted for the appointment as emigration
officer, is one who might be eminently fitted
for the position of secretary. We find on
inquiry that the position of secretary tis
fraught with considerable difficulty, requir-
ing special ability. We know that it was
necessary to withdraw Mr. Moss from the
Front to take charge of the secretarial poai-
tion in the London Agency, and it has taken
Mr. Moss all his time to bring about a state
of order in the Leondon Agency. I have
heard it said that offers were made by the
Government to retain the serviees of “Mr.
Moas in that office, but that Mr. Moss is not
prepared to aceept the terms. If that is so,
we require for the position of secretary a
man of special ability. If the work is as
strenvous as I am led to believe, it is neces-
sary that the two appointments whould be
kept separate; that is, if the Government
are in earnmest in their policy of immigra-
tion. What has been the result of the past
immigration policy of the State? Pamphlets
h%ve been issued from the London office
which have proved most misleading. The
officer , who had charge of immigration
made 3 huge effort to get immigrants, quite
regardless of their suitability for “work in
this State.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: All bunkum!

Mr. PICKERING: It ia not bunkurm, it
is true, and T can prove what I say by my
knowledge of some of the men who have oc-
aupied the position and by my knowledge of
others who have come ‘out here as immi-
grants, A prominent emigration officer of
the past was Mr. Dolly. Previously he was
a land guide in the Collie distriet, and whilst
engaged in that post he mused to show four
or five people the same area of land, Immi-
grants who came out here in response to ad-
vertisements from the London Ageney have
proved to be of all trades, when they were
gupposed to be farmers; and they were
placed on virgin country when they expected
to go to homestead farms and, in conse-
quence, many of them have becn quite umn-
able to contend with the conditions,

Mr. 8mith: That was no fault of the land.

Mr. PICKERING: But it-was the fault
of the immigration policy in bringing out
people quite unsuited to the work. ’

Mr. Smith: In many cases those immi-
grants gwore that they were farmers.

Mr. PICKERING: But if we had had
an emigration officer - whe was thoroughly
conversant with farming conditions, -he ¢ould
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have found out for what avocation they were
best suited. ;

Hon. W. (. Angwin: There are many
avocations other than farming.

Mr. PICKERING: But the Government
of which the hon. member was a member
clung to the policy of bringing out none but
farmers, On making inquiries about the dual
position, I find from thie Public Service
Commissioner that the superior appointment
is not that of emigration, but of secretary
to the London Ageuncy, and that the appoint-
ment of emigration officer iz quite a see-
ondary consideration. If the Government
are in earnest in their immigration pelicy,
let them appoint two separate officers, one
to be secrstary and the pther to take charge
of emigration. I am convineed that if we
arg going to do any good with immigration
in this State, we require in the London
office a man with ar exac¢t knowledge of
everything pertaining to farming,

Mr. Smith: Then the best officer would
be a farmer$

Mr. PICKERING: I know of several offi-
cers of the Agricultural Bank who have an
exact knowledge of farming. Some of them
have been farmers themselves.

Mr. Smith: Would they be good emigra-
tion officarst

Mr. PICKERING: There is every reason
to believe they would be more valuable in
the position than wonld 2 man without their
training. It is not mecessary that an emi:
gration officer should send out the greatest
number of immigrants. It is of far greater
importance that he should send to us a suit-
able: class of immigranta. Farmers apply-
‘ing to the London Agency for emigration
passages, would naturally want information
of a farming nature, would want to know
what the s0il was like and the methods of
working it, what the difficultfes are in the
way of settlement, what money would he
required and how the advances are to be
obtained. Therefore, I think that if the
Government were to appoint an officer who
has lad experience in the - Agricultural
Bank, he wouild be able to satisfactorily
angwer all the questions asked of him.

Mr. Smith: But you do not seriously
suggest: that a farmer would be the best
man for the post?

Mr. PICKERING: Why shonld we assume
that a farmer is a blithering idiot, as the
hon, meniber seems fa think?

Hon. P, Collier: We can only go by the
standard of the Country party.

Mr. PICEERING: Tf they are all up to
my standard, they are not idiots. I have
grave donbts as to the seriousncss of the
Government in regard to immigration. T
believe they wounld be glad to welcome
thousands whe brought & few pounds each,
irrcspective of what should be the ultimate
fate of those people. Mnuch of the unem-
ployment of to-day is consequent upon the
bad immigration policy of the 'past. Men
who have brought out money but no speeial
knowledge have failed wsignally on the land.
I have been 15 years on the land and I

~
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know something of the subjeet. I know of
the vital necessity for filling the pogition in
London with an experienced man. From
their calling of fresh applications I fear
the Government are endeavouring to fit the
conditions to the man, and not the man to
the conditions. Tt has heen alleged by cer-
tain members that I am interested in the
appointment of Mr. Fairbridge to thia posi-
tion. I diselaim that. I am not at all in-
terested in the appointment of Mr. Fair-
bridge. Tndeed, I hope he will not be ap-
pointed to the position. But I am inter-
ested in seeing that the position is filled by
a man with a thorough knowledge of farm-
ing conditions, one who will be able to satis-
factorily answer questions.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: When you get into
the Government yon will have a chance of
filling the billet to your own liking.

. Mr. PICKERING: It is not a remote

eontingeney,

Mr. Johnston: We do not want another
Premier for a bit.

Mr, PICEERING: The levity of the

Chamber does not reflect very highly on its
intelligence. The position is one of im-
portance to the State. Immigrants should
have a proper knowledge of the conditions
to which they are coming. The prospects
which the State holds out to any energetic
man’ with a knowledge of farming leave
nothing to be desired, but we do not want
people to think they are coming out to an
Eldorado. They require to know rather that
the difficulties are great, but that the re-
ward is certain provided they devote atten-
tion and- erergy to their task. We do not
want the London Agency to issue highly
coloured prints descriptive of homes and
regidences which, as s matter of fact, have
beén 50 or 60 years in the making. We want
to tell prospective emigrants the truth. I
the Government appeint a man who will do
this, and who has a thorough knowledge of
the conditions of land settlement in ‘West-
ern Australia, we shall have men coming out
here who are likely to be entirely satisfied
with their Iot.

On motion by the Minister for Mines, de-
bate adjourned. .

MOTION—STATE SMELTING WORKS,
TREATMENT .OF ORES.

Debate resumed from 27th Aupgust on the
following motion by Mr. Smith:—

That Bubelanse (2) of Regunlation 16,
for the treatment of auriferous -copper
ores at the Biate Smelting Works, Phil-
lips River, under the ‘‘Mining Develop-
ment Aect, 1902,”’ and laid upon the Table
of the House on the 31st July, 1919, be
digallowead.

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. J.
Scaddan—Albany) [9.29]: The member for
North Perth has been prompted to move that
a portion of a regulation which was made



. [10 SEPTEMBER, 1919.]

early in the year should be disallowed.
After having heard- the hon. member I
conclude that it is not so mneh the
principle contained in the regulation which
be complains about as it is the retrospec-
tive nature of the regulaticn. I at once
admit that under ordinary circumstances
it would be highly inadvisable to frame
regulations under an Act of Parliament
and then to make them retrospective,
particularly so when it is to deal with cus-
tomers of one of the Government depart-
nients, T think the member for Nerth
Ferth (Mr. Smith) when he knows the facts
will appreciate there are times when it is
desirable, before a regulation is prommulgated,
that something of an agreement between the
Goveérnment and their customers should be
arrived at. 'That is really what occurred on
this occasion, May I explain what is known
to most members and particularly to the
leader of the Opposition, that prior to the
outhrealc of war, the department were treat-
ing ore on behalf of mine owners and others
at Phillips River and charging the cost of
treatment. They were responsible for the
rezlisation on their product. - On the out-
brenk of war, the mine ownerz were im-
madiately notified that we were mnot pré-
pared to continuve that practice. In faet, it
was in the interests of the customers of
the department that an alteration was made,
and from that date onward we changed
over, in lieu of purchasing the ore, to mak-
ing advances against the value, treating it
on their behalf and then, as opportunily
offeted, placing it on the market, eharging
them the actual net cost without any com-
- misgion or cther charges, and giving them
any Galance realised.. The point arose as to
what shonld he the charged for such trent-
ment and realisation The regulation then
exigting dealt with the question of purchase
outright, and to the new methods—adopted
in the interests of those engaged on the field
more than anyone else, because we made ad-
vances when they eonld not have dirposed
of their ore, which enabled them to ecarry
on—they made no objection, although no
regulation was promulgated at that time.

Hon.:P. Collier: When was this?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: In 1914,
From that time onward, that practice op-
erated until the smelters closed down Te-
eently.

Mr. Smith: They did not object to the
change over.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No, and
they procecded on that basis for some time.
The change was found necessary in their
interests, as well as in the interestz of the
Government. When we made the advances
we were not awarc of the possibilities of a
nrarket. We took the risk of making the ad-
vances and made no profit at all. We mercly
charged fhem the actual cost of realising on
their copper ore. Then we had to decide what
ghould be the cost, to give them an idea
whethar they could continne to work theéir
mines profitably, and a notice was posted
on the field, for the information of those
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who desired treatment at the asmelter, that
the charges would be 40s. tréatment costs
and 5s. realisation charges. The raisers
of ore procecded on that basis, although they
iuimediately wired the Minister suggesting
thdt the charges were too high, and asking
him to meet them and discuss the matter.
He agreed to do se, and in the circumstances
it would have been inadvisable to bave made
a regulation which would have been bind-
ing, when a conference was pending, The
Minister conferred *with them on a number
of occaszions, and when finality was arrived
at after the lapse of some period, a figure
congidered equitable to the department and
the customers of the smelter was agreed to.
The treatment costs were reduced from 40s,
to 35s. and the realisation cests from 5s. to
35.-0d, We proceeded on that hasis for a
while, and discovered that the departinent
were losing money. After further consider-
ation, the Minister decided that the prices
should be 38s. treatment costs and 5s, real-
isation ¢harges, and when that was finally
decided upon, the regulation was made, and
we had to make the regulation cover the
period which bad elapsed while the diseus-
sion was taking place. That is all that
happened.

. Mr. Smith: Did they agree to this?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
suppose they agreed to the charges. Qulte
naturally they.would have agreed more read-
ily if we had charged half the amount or
dona the work for nothing. No serious ob-
jeetion was raised, and the work procecded
without question. The hon. member is pro-
bably aware that, at present, a case is peni-
ing which may come into the conrt, ard there-
fore may be considered sub _]udme, in regard
to the question of costs at the Ravensthorpe
gmelter, Therefore T do not propose to deal
with that aspect. I want to assure the House
that the regulation to which the hon. mem-
ber takes exception was simply made refro-

. speetive to charge up the cost of treatment

as agreed upon, and not the first charges
posted on the ‘mines,
Mr., Thomson: Was a notice stipulating
the price published in the *f‘Gazette?’’
The MINISTER FOR MINES: The men
at Ravensthorpe would not have worried
about the ‘‘Gazetie, » when the notice was
rosted in the dmtn(;t The hon. member
will relise that the notice was seen and
known of by all the miners in the Phillipa
River distriet. The fact that they had a
meefing and decided to send representatives
to Perth to discuss the matter with the Min-
‘ster showa they realised the regulation
~onld apply. They asked the Minister to
stay his hand. No objection was taken to
*hiy, and the objection tzken now is largely
dne to the case pending in the court. T do
rot wish the House to prejudice the case,
hich may come info the court, by taking
the action proposed by the hon. member.
Mr. Thomson- Will not this prejudice the-

miners’ case?
The MINISTER FOR MINES: No.
Mr. Thomson: Why$
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: Their ob-
jection is largely a question of whether the
realisation charges levied against some of
the produecrs were equitable and not the
cost of treatinent at the works.

Mr. Smith: They were relying on the Gov-
ernment charging so much.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: They
were not misled. The first notice posted
stipulated 40s. for treatment. Then we de-
cided by arrangement to‘make it 38s., and
found we were losing money. Then we made
it 383, There is nothing serious about that,
If the first price had been 35s. and we had
then increased it to 38s., the miners might
have claimed that they were misled. But
wlen we originally posted the figure at 40s.
and finally made a regulation charging 38s,,
the miners, if misled at all, were misled in
their own interests. When, at the outbreak
of war, we notified them that advances would
be made, and the copper ore would be sdld
on behalf of the producers, instead of pur-
chasing outright as previously and that we
would not eharge commission, mo ome com-
plained. That proposal was aceepted, and
acted on without regulation, for a period.
In July, 1915, a regulation was made, and
although it was not retrospeective, it covered
the period just as this regulation wounld oper-
ate, except that in this case we mentioned
the fact. The hon. member suggested that
the regulation would have retrospective
effeet for three years back. That is not so.
It will only cover the period back to the
time notifying that the new prices would
prevail.

Mr. Smith: When was that?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: In July,
1618. Although we made a regulation in
1915, no cne complained, and even when this
regulation was promulgated nobody com-
plained except on the bagis that the charges
were high. As the case referred to may
come inte court, it would be inadvisable for
the department to show their hand here.
The department are entifled to the same
protection as anyone else, and I have made
reference only to that portion of the regula-
tion referred to by the hon. member. When
it became neeessary, in July, 1918, to in-
crease the charges, the charges were posted
at the smelter, the easiest and best method
of notifying all concerned. The leader of
the. Qpposition knows our proposals were
hailed with delight. Owing to the difficuity
of ' getting shipping space, our proposals
were regarded as excellent. .

Hon. P. Collier: They donld not have
carried on otherwise. ‘

Mr. Smith: When did these charges
operate?

The MINISTER FOR MINES:
July, 1918. .

Mr. Smith: But the ore then treated
would probably havé been raised siz months
before.

The MINISTER FOR MINES:
jection was raised at the time,

From
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Mr. Smith: 'The miners were relying on
the Gbvernment not going baek on their
word.

The MINISTER TOR MINES: The
regulation does not apply further back than
July, 1918,

Mr. Smith: But-the ore would have been
vaised before that date.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: A similar
position would oeeur in many walks of life.

Mr. Sinjth: They should have had six
months’ notice.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: They did
not ask for six months’ notiee when the
change was made to save them from disaster
at thie outbreak of war. They only want
notice when it is entirely in their own in-
terests. The Minister, as trustee for the
State, whieh has t6 find the money, found
he was operating at a loss. He has to earry
the responribility and answer to Parliament
and the people, and if he had given six
months’ notice, Parliament would have said,
““¥on knew you were operating at a loss
when you werve treating the orve at' actual tost
and you were guilty of a breach of trust,’’
The Minister took the proper course by im-
mediately notifying the miners. The price
then pested was higher than the miners con-
sidered fair, and the conference was held.
That was infinitely preferable to taking im-
mediate action. The Minister discussed the
matter with them, and finally reduced the
figure, but. after operating for a period it
was found that the figure would not cover
the cost. T would ask the hon. member
whether he consults the public regarding
what he charges for a commaodity he sells to .
them. Ts & man running a private battery
at a loss going o wait while he gives six
months’ notice, before increasing his charges?
After five years have elapsed they have for-
gotten the agtion the Government took to
keep them alive. I do not think that the
Phillips River people have much to complain
of about the action of the Government dur-
ing the war period; yet on a small matter
of this nature they make a complaint. So
far as I can judge, after discussing the mat-
ter with various officials, and wading through
the file, I have come to the conclusion that
the method adopted was the best in the in-
terests of the producer himself. I ask the
hon. member. not to presa the question of
the disallowance of this regulation, thongh
I do not know that it amounts to much. If
it came to the point I think that the Gov-
crnment could if it liked, elaim the 40s., be-
eause they went on treafing after the notice
was posted. The regulation was not amended
earlier because we were waiting to arrive at
a figure that would be fair to both sides.

On motion by Mr. Mullany, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 9.48 p.m.



